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“Connecting People with Christ through Worship, Relationships & Service” 

 

 

 

Third Sunday in Advent 

December 17, 2017 
 

 

 

Education Hour: .......................................................................................... 9:00 am 

Morning Worship with Communion: (1
st

, 3
rd

 and 5
th

) ............................... 10:15 am 

Wednesday Evening Worship:  .................................................................. 6:30 pm 



A Prayer Upon Entering: God, who is, who was and who is to come, help us to 

see this Advent who we are--for we are Your children--and whose we are--for 

we belong to Christ. May our identity always be linked to His. 

God, our Father, keep us connected to Your Son. 

 

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

ORDER OF SERVICE:  .................................................................. As projected 

HYMNS:  ........................................................ 354; 349; 346; 344; 636; 779; 701 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 ...................................................... Pg. 789 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 ....................................... Pg. 1258 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 1: 6-9, 19-28  ................................................ Pg. 1127 

SERMON: Making the Most of These Days – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 

 

LARGE PRINT HYMNS AND SERVICE are available for your use. Please pick 

up a copy from the tables at the back of the sanctuary, or ask an usher for a copy. 

 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS, crayons, scrap paper and busy bags are available 

on the bookshelves by the sanctuary doors for children to use during worship. 

 

A JOYOUS WELCOME As you worship, sing praises, and pray with us 

this morning, it is our prayer that you, too, will rejoice in the salvation 

wrought for you by Jesus Christ and be built up on the true faith. Please 

sign our Guest Register found in the Narthex, join us for coffee following 

the service....and please come again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION in which 

our Lord offers us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins and 

the strengthening of our faith. By partaking of this Sacrament together, we 

confess our unity in faith and are drawn closer to one another and to the Lord. 

If you are a visitor, not belonging to the Lutheran Church-Canada, and wish to 

commune, please speak with the pastor before the service. Anyone is welcome 

to come to the Altar for a blessing, please simply cross your arms across your 

chest and the Elders will know how to respond. 

 

THE NURSERY is available for times that children are restless, and is 

equipped with a sound system to enable parents to continue worshipping. 

Because some of our children and parents have severe nut allergies, please 

keep the nursery a nut-free zone.  



JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND CONVERSATION following our worship this 

morning. Take a few moments to catch up with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

LAST WEEK AT FLC 
 

Week of:  Sunday 

 

Wednesday/ 

Communion 

Education  

Hour 

December 10 222 24/24 79 

 

SERVING IN GOD'S HOUSE TODAY: 
Sanctuary Greeters ............................ Tim & Tracy Roth; Brian & Barb Vincent 

Narthex Greeters ....................... Carl & Shirley Berdahl; Bill & Erika Schultz 

Acolyte ........................................................................................... Erica Zwick 

Lector ............................................................................................ Carl Berdahl 

Counters .................................................... Lesa Jasper; Goodluck Nwaerondu 

Coffee Team ................ Shirley & Carl Berdahl; Ellen Wagner; Cheryl Lemke 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  

In Hospital:  

Homebound:  
For Special Intercession: For opportunities to share the Advent and Christmas 

message with those who don’t know the real meaning of the season; for joy 

in our preparations. 

For Our Missions: Please pray the message that hearts are open to the gospel 

message during the Christmas concerts presented by the preschool children 

from both the morning and afternoon classes. 
Family Focus:  

 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL the students studied the account “Daniel in the 

Lion’s Den”. Jesus, who saved Daniel would Himself be given over to the satanic 

lion to save the world. Parents could ask, “Who did God use to keep Daniel safe? 

How does God keep us safely with Himself?” 

 

IT HAS PLEASED ALMIGHTY GOD in His divine wisdom and providence to 

call to Himself the soul of our brother in Christ, Bruce Harrison. Bruce went to 

be with His Saviour on December 14, 2017. Funeral arrangements are still 

pending. We pray that God would comfort Marilyn, John, Joan and the family 

with the glorious assurance of His victory of life in the Saviour, Jesus Christ. 



 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT John 1:6–8, 19–28 “You can see that St. John 

is a faithful and truthful witness, who does not attract the people to himself but 

directs them to Christ and says: ‘The purpose of my preaching is to persuade you 

to prepare a way for the Lord and to make His way straight. Furthermore I am 

baptizing you with water; but at the same time I want to tell you that my 

Successor, who is far more excellent and the thongs of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie, will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke 3:16). 

Thus you now hear and see that all I say and do merely points to Him, to Christ 

the Lord.’” LW 22:127 (56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and 

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1955–1986). 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Robert Ohlinger Scholarship Fund 

The Robert Ohlinger Scholarship Fund was set up to assist Foothills Lutheran 

members who are studying to go into professional church work. It is administered 

by the Board of Elders of Foothills Lutheran Church. The fund was initiated by 

donations in memory of Robert Ohlinger, the oldest son of our Pastor Emeritus, 

Eldon Ohlinger, and his wife, Marian. Robert was struck and killed by a car in 

May 1975 at the age of 14 as he was walking home from a school band activity. 

Robert played clarinet, bass clarinet, piano and guitar. He enjoyed using his 

musical gifts as one of FLC’s musicians for Sunday morning folk services. 

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE IS LIVE! Check it out at www.foothillslutheran.com. 

Let us know what you think of the new look and function. 

This Week at FLC 
 

Tuesday: 7:00 pm Preschool Christmas Concert (am classes) 

 7:30 pm Ladies Bible Study @ Deaconess Miriam’s 

Wednesday: 9:30 am Circuit Church Workers @ Good Shepherd 

 2:30 pm Preschool Christmas Concert (pm classes) 

 5:30 pm Soup Supper 

 6:30 pm Advent Worship 

 7:30 pm Choir 

Thursday: 10:00 am Moms & Tots 

 7:00 pm Front to Back Bible Study at Bodes’ 

Sunday:  9:00 am Education Hour 

 10:15 am Morning Worship  

Christmas Eve: 4:00 pm; 6:00 pm; 11:00 pm 

  Candlelight Carol Services 

Christmas Day: 10:15 am Christmas Day Family Celebration  

  (Communion Service) 

 

http://www.foothillslutheran.com/


OUR LAST MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE is this Wednesday. We invite you 

to make this a special part of your preparation to greet the coming Saviour. We 

worship at 6:30 pm, and we begin at 5:30 pm with a soup supper, and then gather 

for worship. We hope you will be with us for this special time of preparation and 

devotion!  

 

THE JOYOUS SEASON OF CHRISTMAS is a wonderful 

time to invite people to come and worship the Newborn King. We 

continue to hear that many people would consider coming to 

worship, if only someone would invite them. You are our best 

advertising—speak positively of your church, and joyously invite 

others to come and see Jesus! Our festive services are as follows: 

 December 24 4:00 pm; 6:00 pm Candlelight Carol Service 

 December 24 11:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service. 

December 25 10:15 am     Christmas Day Family Celebration (Communion) 

December 31 6:30 pm     New Year's Eve Communion   

 
CAMEROON MISSION TRIP NEWS:  God’s people have been very 

supportive of this effort, with over $4,000.00 being donated by Foothills, along 

with monies from other congregations. We are well on our way to meeting our 

goal. Thanks be to God for the generosity of His people!  Thank you for your 

part in providing support to the Lutheran Bible Translator Missionaries in West 

Africa.  Don’t forget to keep team members in your prayers as they prepare to 

travel.  Sid and Melanie Kuhn left on November 22nd for an extended visit with 

Pastor Mike, Kara, and their family, and the rest of the team will leave on January 

13th.  If you’d like to be a prayer partner for one of the team members, you can 

sign the list on Deaconess Miriam’s door. 

 
DO YOU FILL IN A “COMMUNION CARD?” These cards help in a variety 

of ways. First, by reviewing the card, you are reminded of the ways that you can 

prepare to take the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner. They help you remember 

the precious gift Jesus gives us as He gives us His body and blood. When you fill 

them in, it also helps us know our attendance at communion, which helps in our 

preparing the altar, and which helps the Elders and Pastors as they minister to the 

needs of God’s people. It only takes a moment, and it does help us help you. 

Please remember to fill them in each time you come to Holy Communion! 

 

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY:  We are booked for February 22-24, 

2018. We are still in need someone from the congregation to coordinate 

this process.  The job will primarily involve scheduling families or 

individuals for photos over a 3 day period.  This is a great way to provide 

service to our congregation on a short-term project!  Please volunteer by 

contacting Tim Roth and/or Warren Kee. 

 



HELP US MINISTER TO YOU: We don’t always hear when people are in the 

hospital, and we want to be able to pray with you and encourage you during times 

of illness or recovery. You can help your pastors by letting us know you are going 

into the hospital—or have a family member call to tell us. Do you know of a 

member who has been admitted? Pass that on, so we can bring God’s comfort to 

His people in their needs.  

 

CALGARY CIRCUIT REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP: Thanks to those of you 

who submitted the Commitment Survey for how you might be able to help our 

refugee family before they arrive in Calgary, and how you might be able to help 

them become settled here. We will be accepting your responses till next Sunday, 

December 17th. The forms are on the Welcome Desk in the Narthex, and can be 

left in the Office mail slot. 

One of the pressing requests we now have is to locate dry, secure storage 

space for what will be collected. If you happen to have an unused bedroom or 

basement space that you would be willing to offer, please complete one of the 

surveys.  

 

THANK YOU FLC! 249 books were donated to the 

Calgary Food Bank. An overwhelming response. These 

books will be distributed with the food hampers 

provided for families with children. May they feel loved 

through this gift and may fostering their reading skills 

help them read the number one printed book of all times! 

 

USED EYEGLASSES & POSTAGE STAMPS: Operation Eyesight sends used 

eyeglasses to countries around the world to help people with vision problems. 

Canadian Bible Society sells postage stamps to stamp collectors. Proceeds are 

used to purchase Bibles for inmates in Canadian prisons. (Please leave 1/4" 

border around the stamps.) These are ongoing mission projects. Please place your 

donations in the designated bins in the church foyer. Thanks!  

 

THE YOUNG ADULTS (ages 18-35) are having a Christmas party potluck on 

Saturday, December 23rd at 7pm at 3102 34 Ave NW. Bring an entree or appetizer 

and your choice of beverage. Please RSVP by Dec 20th to Naomi at 403-970-

7811, or naomi.robak@hotmail.com. 

 

WE HAD A GREAT EVENING AT HANDEL'S MESSIAH on December 

1st. We had 33 Foothills Members and Guests attend the Calgary Philharmonic 

Choir & Orchestra's production of this Christmas season classic. Our great ticket 

discounts eased the financial burden, especially for seniors and students. Thank 

you to all who participated. 

 

 



2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the Narthex 

and are in alphabetical order. If you need offering envelopes, 

and don’t see a set with your name on them, please let the office 

know. Continue to use your current envelopes until Dec. 31st, 

then please use the new envelopes starting Jan. 1st, as 

numbers may have changed. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: December has 5 Sundays, and that means the 5th Sunday 

will be a hymn-sing Sunday! That may be a special treat this time of year, as we 

give you the opportunity to pick your favourite carols celebrating the Birth of 

Christ. (and no, Jingle Bells is not one of them). Submit them to Pastor Bode or 

to Pastor Eric. 

 

OUR PARSONAGE IS ONCE AGAIN AVAILABLE AS A STUDENT 

RESIDENCE. We are looking for students to take up residence starting in 

January. If you are aware of students who may be looking for residence, please 

let the office or Rick Bennetts know. The rent is $500.00/month. 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Sunday, December 24th“The Greatest Story Ever 

Told”. What is your favorite story? This Christmas Eve Day, the Lutheran Hour 

speaks about God’s greatest story. Hear this inspirational message on CHRB 

1140/am at 8:00 am Sunday mornings. Streaming audio and pod-casts at 

www.lutheranhour.ca 

 

YOU CAN GIVE SOMEONE A REAL FAITH-LIFT!  We have people who 

eagerly desire to come to church, but who need transport. Some of them are just 

down the street at the Boardwalk apartments, and some may be in other areas of 

the city. For the ones close by, it’s just a matter of stopping for a moment or 2 as 

they get in the car. It can be a real blessing, and we have faithful people doing 

this, but we need extra hands and some backup, too! Let Pastor Bode or Pastor 

Eric know if you can help with this. This is a great way to encourage someone in 

their faith! 

 

Our God is an awesome God!  We started the year wanting to 

give praises, thanks and honor to God for blessings us with fifty 

years as His church.  Our anniversary celebration indeed let us 

sing praises, rejoice and reflect on the past fifty years.  To honor 

and thank Him we used our time and talents to complete 50 

servant events.  The two events listed below will complete these fifty 

events.  Indeed our God is an awesome God! 

 With the busy Advent and Christmas season we are focusing on our students 

and our neighbors. 

 

http://www.lutheranhour.ca/


PRAY FOR OUR STUDENTS: How blessed we are to have a living God!  And 

how blessed we are that He desires us to talk with Him, and that he listens and 

answers our prayer.  In addition to everything we raise to God this week, we want 

to remember our students.  We think of all our students, especially those in 

university who are writing exams and may be traveling after the completion of 

them.  We pray for the students who have attended Pastor Eric's Bible studies at 

U of C.  May God give them all wisdom, strength, health, time and clarity when 

studying and writing their exams.  And may He bless them with safe travels, rest, 

time with family and friends and time in His Word during their educational 

break.  May the Holy Spirit be with them.   

John 15:7  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be given you. 

 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS:  We sense this might be an easy one for 

everyone.  This season is a time of giving and we especially want to give to those 

less fortunate.  Since this time of year can get a little "frantic" it's also a perfect 

time to give of our own abilities to help others by lightening their load.  This 

might mean seeking out someone less mobile to take shopping, giving up a great 

parking spot, letting others go ahead of you in line, buying someone's groceries, 

a coffee, a lunch, or shoveling for others (if we get snow). The possibilities are 

endless, fun and you can do them anywhere the holidays take you! 

 

On behalf of the Human Care Ministry team and the 50 for fifty Committee, we 

wish you a very joyous, Christ centered Christmas!  May you be blessed with 

treasured time with family and friends, and precious time to grow in His living 

Word and to talk with Him. 

 

Isaiah 7:14  "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  The virgin will be 

with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."  God is with 

us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Senior Pastor: David Bode 

(flcpastor@foothillslutheran.com) 

Associate Pastor: Eric Moffett 

(flcpastoreric@foothillslutheran.com) 

DPS: Deaconess Miriam Winstanley 

(miriam@foothillslutheran.com) 

Office Administrator: Carol Kehler 

(office@foothillslutheran.com) 

Pastor Emeritus: Eldon Ohlinger 

 

Foothills Lutheran Christian Preschool 

Phone: 403-284-1360   

www.preschool.foothillslutheran.com 

Preschool Teacher/Principal: 

Betty Ann Chandler 

(school@foothillslutheran.com) 
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