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“Connecting People with Christ through Worship, Relationships & Service” 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 24, 2017 
 

 

 

Education Hour: .......................................................................................... 9:00 am 

Morning Worship with Communion: (1
st

, 3
rd

 and 5
th

) ............................... 10:15 am 

Wednesday Evening Worship:  .................................................................. 6:30 pm 



A Prayer Upon Entering: O God above, overshadow us with Your power from 

on high, fill us with Your greatness, and surround us with Your peace. And may 

we, like Mary, dedicate ourselves to Your service. 

Sender of the Son, we magnify Your name. 

 

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

ORDER OF SERVICE:  .................................................................. As projected 

HYMNS:  ........................................................................ 356; 549; 357; 349; 379 

FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 .................................................... Pg. 330 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 16:25-27 ................................................. Pg. 1209 

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:26-38  ........................................................ Pg. 1088 

SERMON:  

 

 

LARGE PRINT HYMNS AND SERVICE are available for your use. Please pick 

up a copy from the tables at the back of the sanctuary, or ask an usher for a copy. 

 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS, crayons, scrap paper and busy bags are available 

on the bookshelves by the sanctuary doors for children to use during worship. 

 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND CONVERSATION following our worship this 

morning. Take a few moments to catch up with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

WELCOME! It is a joy to have you with us today, especially the visitors who 

have joined us this morning. We gather together this day to be fed with the 

life-giving word of God. If you are visiting with us today, we hope you will 

join us again and find the joy, peace and life we have as God's people. We also 

hope you will sign our guest book at the back of the church. 

 

WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION this week at our Wednesday 

service. Our Lord offers us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. By partaking of this Sacrament 

together, we confess our unity in faith and are drawn closer to one another and 

to the Lord. If you are a visitor, not belonging to the Lutheran Church-Canada, 

and wish to commune, please speak with the pastor before Wednesday’s 

service. 
 

THE NURSERY is available for times that children are restless, and is 

equipped with a sound system to enable parents to continue worshipping. 

Because some of our children and parents have severe nut allergies, please 

keep the nursery a nut-free zone.  



LAST WEEK AT FLC 
 

Week of:  Sunday/ 

Communion 

Wednesday 

 

Education  

Hour 

December 17 214/159 25 78 

 

Preschool Christmas concert attendance: Morning class on Dec. 19 – 102; 

afternoon class on Dec. 20 - 34 

 

SERVING IN GOD'S HOUSE TODAY: 
Lector .......................................................................................... Brian Vincent 

Counter .............................................................................................. Gary Ring 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  

In Hospital: 

Homebound:  
For Special Intercession:  
For Our Missions: Please pray that preschool families without a church home 

would find our Christmas Eve or Christmas Day worship a meaningful part 

of their Christmas celebration.  
Family Focus:  

 

 
 

COME & SING WITH US! We can hear your beautiful, dulcet tones from the 

choir loft and wish you were with us. We're starting again on January 3, 2018 at 

7:30 and hope to have to set up more seating for our mass choir - JOIN US! 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Sunday, December 31st. “Children of Promise” 

(Galatians 4:4-7) Our identity as God’s children encourages us to live in His 

grace, to embrace the freedom Jesus won, and to resist the ways of the world that 

strive to keep us captive. Hear this inspirational message on CHRB 1140/am at 

8:00 am Sunday mornings. Streaming audio and pod-casts at 

www.lutheranhour.ca 
 

This Week at FLC 

 

Tonight 4:00 pm; 6:00 pm Candlelight Carol Services 

 11:00 pm Christmas Eve/Communion 

Monday: 10:15 am Christmas Day Family Celebration/Communion 

Tuesday: Office Closed 

Wednesday: 6:30 pm Worship 

Sunday:  10:15 am Hymn Sing Sunday/Communion 

 7:00 pm New Year’s Eve Vespers/Communion 

Monday: Office Closed 

http://www.lutheranhour.ca/


FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT - Luke 1:26–38 “He who is called Man and 

who was born of the Virgin Mary and was crucified by the Jews must also be 

called the Son of God. And we must say that God was born of Mary and was 

crucified by the Jews; for God and Man are one Person. There are not two Sons, 

the one of God, and the other of Mary, but He is just one Son, God’s and Mary’s.” 

LW 15:341 (56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1955–1986). 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Robert Ohlinger Scholarship Fund 

The Robert Ohlinger Scholarship Fund was set up to assist Foothills Lutheran 

members who are studying to go into professional church work. It is administered 

by the Board of Elders of Foothills Lutheran Church. The fund was initiated by 

donations in memory of Robert Ohlinger, the oldest son of our Pastor Emeritus, 

Eldon Ohlinger, and his wife, Marian. Robert was struck and killed by a car in 

May 1975 at the age of 14 as he was walking home from a school band activity. 

Robert played clarinet, bass clarinet, piano and guitar. He enjoyed using his 

musical gifts as one of FLC’s musicians for Sunday morning folk services. 

 

THE JOYOUS SEASON OF CHRISTMAS is a wonderful time to invite people 

to come and worship the Newborn King. We continue to hear that many people 

would consider coming to worship, if only someone would invite them. You are our 

best advertising—speak positively of your church, and joyously invite others to come 

and see Jesus! Our festive services are as follows: 

 December 24 4:00 pm; 6:00 pm Candlelight Carol Service 

 December 24 11:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service. 

December 25 10:15 am     Christmas Day Family Celebration (Communion) 

December 31 7:00 pm     New Year's Eve Communion   

 
CAMEROON MISSION TRIP UPDATE:  We are happy to report that, thanks 

to the generosity of God’s people, both projects to be undertaken on the 

Cameroon Mission Trip are now fully funded.  Materials have been purchased 

for the library building project, and have arrived in Galim.  The West Africa 

Missionaries’ Retreat is also fully funded, including in-country travel for the 

team traveling there in January.  Thanks be to God for His goodness shown 

through the contributions of the people of Foothills Lutheran and other 

congregations.  Please continue to pray for team members as they prepare to 

depart on January 13th. 

THE NEW YEAR IS A GREAT TIME TO GET BACK INTO THE 

BIBLE! Many people have their new year resolutions—why not 

resolve to spend more time in God’s Word? We have bible reading 

plans for the year; our bible studies are also great opportunities to 

talk, to share and to see what God has to teach us. Come and join us 

for LifeLight (Tuesdays and Thursdays); Front to Back (Thursdays); and of 



course, Sunday mornings. Check out other studies for men, for women and for 

youth, too! 

 

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY:  We are booked for February 22-24, 

2018. We are still in need someone from the congregation to coordinate 

this process.  The job will primarily involve scheduling families or 

individuals for photos over a 3 day period.  This is a great way to provide 

service to our congregation on a short-term project!  Please volunteer by 

contacting Tim Roth and/or Warren Kee. 

 
HELP US MINISTER TO YOU: We don’t always hear when people are in the 

hospital, and we want to be able to pray with you and encourage you during times 

of illness or recovery. You can help your pastors by letting us know you are going 

into the hospital—or have a family member call to tell us. Do you know of a 

member who has been admitted? Pass that on, so we can bring God’s comfort to 

His people in their needs.  

 

USED EYEGLASSES & POSTAGE STAMPS: Operation Eyesight sends used 

eyeglasses to countries around the world to help people with vision problems. 

Canadian Bible Society sells postage stamps to stamp collectors. Proceeds are 

used to purchase Bibles for inmates in Canadian prisons. (Please leave 1/4" 

border around the stamps.) These are ongoing mission projects. Please place your 

donations in the designated bins in the church foyer. Thanks!  

 

2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the Narthex and 

are in alphabetical order. If you need offering envelopes, and don’t 

see a set with your name on them, please let the office know. 

Continue to use your current envelopes until Dec. 31st, then 

please use the new envelopes starting Jan. 1st, as numbers may have changed. 

 

OUR PARSONAGE IS ONCE AGAIN AVAILABLE AS A STUDENT 

RESIDENCE. We are looking for students to take up residence starting in 

January. If you are aware of students who may be looking for residence, please 

let the office or Rick Bennetts know. The rent is $500.00/month. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE OFFICE HOURS over the coming week. The office will 

be closed on Boxing Day, and again on New Years’ Day. Our staff may be in and 

out at various times. Please check before coming to the office. 

Sincere thanks go out to everyone who participated in the Foothills 

Family Advent Event.   Five amazing gingerbread houses were 

created at this event.  Our church family is talented!   It was fun to 

see how each group used the same materials to make unique houses, 

and they had enough artistic juice left in them to decorate the Christmas tree and 

the sanctuary. Your efforts add even more joy as we celebrate the birth of our 



Saviour.  The silent auction of the gingerbread houses raised $380 for Habitat 

for Humanity.   We thank those who organized the event, participated in the 

event and supported the event through the auction.   

 

God blessed us with the most beautiful night to go caroling on December 15th. 

Twenty five carolers divided into three groups to head off to different areas of 

the city....and beyond!  They set out to sing, fellowship, spread joy and drop off 

sweets to treasured seniors of our congregation.  As per other years the carolers 

were well received and appreciated.  It's really hard to decide who gets more joy 

out of the event, the recipients or the carolers.  We praise God for the gift of 

music and for all the glorious songs written for Christmas.  Special thanks to 

Barb Refvik for providing and plating treats, and to the Bode's for hosting 

fellowship time at their home after the caroling.   

 

Random Acts of Kindness Dec. 25 to 31 (or beyond). This season is a time of 

giving and we especially want to give to those less fortunate.  Since this time of 

year can get a little "frantic" it's also a perfect time to give of our own abilities to 

help others by lightening their load.  This might mean seeking out someone less 

mobile and helping them with tasks, giving up a great parking spot, letting others 

go ahead of you in line, buying someone's groceries, a coffee, a lunch, or 

shoveling for others. The possibilities are endless, fun and you can do them 

anywhere the holidays take you! 

 

On behalf of the Human Care Ministry team and the 50 for fifty committee, we 

wish you a very joyous, Christ-centered Christmas!  May you be blessed with 

treasured time to enjoy family and friends, precious time to grow in His living 

Word and quiet moments to talk with Your Saviour. 

 
Isaiah 7:14  "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."  God is with us! 

 
Senior Pastor: David Bode 

(flcpastor@foothillslutheran.com) 

Associate Pastor: Eric Moffett 

(flcpastoreric@foothillslutheran.com) 

DPS: Deaconess Miriam Winstanley 

(miriam@foothillslutheran.com) 

Office Administrator: Carol Kehler 

(office@foothillslutheran.com) 

Pastor Emeritus: Eldon Ohlinger 

 

Foothills Lutheran Christian Preschool 

Phone: 403-284-1360   

www.preschool.foothillslutheran.com 

Preschool Teacher/Principal: 

Betty Ann Chandler 

(school@foothillslutheran.com) 
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