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“Connecting People with Christ through Worship, Relationships & Service” 

 

 

 

First Sunday after Christmas 

December 31, 2017 
 

 

Education Hour: .......................................................................................... 9:00 am 

Morning Worship with Communion: (1
st

, 3
rd

 and 5
th

) ............................... 10:15 am 

Wednesday Evening Worship:  .................................................................. 6:30 pm 



A Prayer Upon Entering: Open our eyes, O Lord, to see Your salvation. Open 

our mouths to praise You night and day. And open our hearts to receive You as 

our Redeemer and King.  

 

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

ORDER OF SERVICE:  .................................................................. As projected 

HYMNS:  .......................................................................................... As projected 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 ......................................................... Pg. 789 

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 4:4-7 ..................................................... Pg. 1238 

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2:22-40  ........................................................ Pg. 1090 

SERMON: Operation: Redemption – Galatians 4:4-7 

 

 

LARGE PRINT HYMNS AND SERVICE are available for your use. Please pick 

up a copy from the tables at the back of the sanctuary, or ask an usher for a copy. 

 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS, crayons, scrap paper and busy bags are available 

on the bookshelves by the sanctuary doors for children to use during worship. 

 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND CONVERSATION following our worship this 

morning. Take a few moments to catch up with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

A JOYOUS WELCOME As you worship, sing praises, and pray with 

us this morning, it is our prayer that you, too, will rejoice in the salvation 

wrought for you by Jesus Christ and be built up on the true faith. Please 

sign our Guest Register found in the Narthex, join us for coffee following 

the service....and please come again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION in 

which our Lord offers us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. By partaking of this Sacrament 

together, we confess our unity in faith and are drawn closer to one another 

and to the Lord. If you are a visitor, not belonging to the Lutheran Church-

Canada, and wish to commune, please speak with the pastor before the 

service. Anyone is welcome to come to the Altar for a blessing, please simply 

cross your arms across your chest and the Elders will know how to respond. 

 

THE NURSERY is available for times that children are restless, and is 

equipped with a sound system to enable parents to continue worshipping. 

Because some of our children and parents have severe nut allergies, 

please keep the nursery a nut-free zone.  



LAST WEEK AT FLC 
 

Week of:  Sunday 

 

Wednesday/ 

Communion 

Education  

Hour 

December 24  10:15 am 115 

 4:00 pm 284 

 6:00 pm 119 

 11:00 pm 22 

4 / 4 Bible Class was 

11 

 

SERVING IN GOD'S HOUSE TODAY: 
Sanctuary Greeters ...................... Carl & Shirley Berdahl; Brian & Carol Kehler 

Narthex Greeters ..... Art Hanger; Kim Harvey; Marjorie Fiesel; Vi Dusterhoft 

Lector ..................................................................................................... Pastors 

Counters ............................................................................................ Gary Ring 

Coffee Team ..................................................................................... Mark Kihn 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  

In Hospital:  

Homebound:  
For Special Intercession:  
For Our Missions: For Deaconess Miriam and all those preparing to go to 

Cameroon. Please pray that children, families and staff would be renewed 

and rested during Christmas break. 
Family Focus:  

 

IT HAS PLEASED ALMIGHTY GOD in His divine wisdom and 

providence to call to Himself the soul of our brother in Christ, 

Ernie Hauser. Ernie went to be with His Saviour on December 25, 

2017. His Christian funeral was held here yesterday. We pray that 

God would comfort Ernie’s family with the glorious assurance of 

the victory of life in the Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

EPIPHANY LUNCH: The LWML is hosting a congregational lunch on 

Epiphany Sunday, January 7th. Contributions of “finger food” (hot and cold 

appetizers, sandwiches, cheese, veggies, fruit, cookies …) would be appreciated. 

Thanks!  

 

 



 
 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS - Luke 2:22–40 “Therefore, we must 

understand Luke’s words in the simplest manner as referring to Christ’s humanity 

which was a tool and a dwelling of the godhead; even though he was always 

filled with the spirit and with wisdom, the spirit did not always move him in the 

same way but aroused him now to this, and now to that, as necessity required.” 

LW 52:147  (56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1955–1986). 

 
THE FLOWERS which beautify our altar today are given to the glory of 

God by LuAnn and Dwayne Zahara in loving remembrance of LuAnn’s 

mother, Bernice Engel.  

 

COME & SING WITH US! We can hear your beautiful, dulcet tones from the 

choir loft and wish you were with us. We're starting again on January 3, 2018 at 

7:30 and hope to have to set up more seating for our mass choir - JOIN US! 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Robert Ohlinger Scholarship Fund 

The Robert Ohlinger Scholarship Fund was set up to assist Foothills Lutheran 

members who are studying to go into professional church work. It is administered 

by the Board of Elders of Foothills Lutheran Church. The fund was initiated by 

donations in memory of Robert Ohlinger, the oldest son of our Pastor Emeritus, 

Eldon Ohlinger, and his wife, Marian. Robert was struck and killed by a car in 

May 1975 at the age of 14 as he was walking home from a school band activity. 

Robert played clarinet, bass clarinet, piano and guitar. He enjoyed using his 

musical gifts as one of FLC’s musicians for Sunday morning folk services. 

This Week at FLC 
 

Today: 7:00 pm New Year’s Eve Vespers w/Communion 

Monday: Office Closed 
Wednesday: 6:30 pm Worship 

 7:30 pm Choir Practise 

Thursday: 10:00 am Moms & Tots 

 6:00 pm Elders’ Meeting 

 7:00 pm Youth Retreat Meeting 

 7:30 pm Front to Back Bible Study at Bodes’ 

Saturday: 9:00 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 9:30 am Kids Bible Club 

Sunday:  9:00 am Education Hour 

 10:15 am Morning Worship  

 11:30 am Epiphany Lunch hosted by the LWML 



PARENTING FAMILIES--FROM ME TO WE: If you have children of any 

age, this course is for you! The 6-session course is a combination of video and 

discussion, covering basic strategies around Commitment, Communication, 

Consistency, Consequences, Conflict and Crisis and making Connections.  

Sessions are about an hour and a quarter, offered on Saturdays, and childcare is 

provided.  If you are interested in participating beginning mid-February, please 

let Deaconess Miriam know prior to January 11th, and we will work out 

scheduling among those who wish to attend.   

 

GET BACK INTO THE BIBLE! Many people have their New Year 

resolutions—why not resolve to spend more time in God’s Word? 

We have bible reading plans for the year; our bible studies are also 

great opportunities to talk, to share and to see what God has to teach 

us.  

 

LIFELIGHT BIBLE STUDY: Starting Tuesday, January 9th Pastor Eldon and 

Marian Ohlinger will be leading another 9 week in-depth LifeLight Bible Study 

on First Corinthians. These studies do require homework so we can all be 

prepared to share with the class and all grow together in our faith. If you plan to 

attend we will provide you with the necessary study materials.  At this time we 

welcome back all previous members, plus any other interested members, to join 

us. We meet in the fellowship hall at 10 a.m. and class ends at 11:30 a.m. 

 

ADULT GAMES NIGHT at Naomi Robak's at the parsonage, 

(3102 - 34 Ave NW) Friday, January 19th @7:00 pm. Bring your 

favourite board games/card games, a snack to share, and your own 

beverage. Please contact Kelly Dueck with any questions at 

kel.frog@shaw.ca. 

 

CAMEROON MISSION TRIP NEWS:  God’s people have been very 

supportive of this effort, with over $4,000.00 being donated by Foothills, along 

with monies from other congregations. We are well on our way to meeting our 

goal. Thanks be to God for the generosity of His people!  Thank you for your 

part in providing support to the Lutheran Bible Translator Missionaries in West 

Africa.  Don’t forget to keep team members in your prayers as they prepare to 

travel.  Sid and Melanie Kuhn left on November 22nd for an extended visit with 

Pastor Mike, Kara, and their family, and the rest of the team will leave on January 

13th.  If you’d like to be a prayer partner for one of the team members, you can 

sign the list on Deaconess Miriam’s door. 

 

AED CERTIFICATION: We are compiling a list of members who are AED 

certified. If your certification is up to date and you are willing to have your name 

on a list, please contact the church office.  

 

mailto:kel.frog@shaw.ca


DO YOU FILL IN A “COMMUNION CARD?” These cards help in a variety 

of ways. First, by reviewing the card, you are reminded of the ways that you can 

prepare to take the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner. They help you remember 

the precious gift Jesus gives us as He gives us His body and blood. When you fill 

them in, it also helps us know our attendance at communion, which helps in our 

preparing the altar, and which helps the Elders and Pastors as they minister to the 

needs of God’s people. It only takes a moment, and it does help us help you. 

Please remember to fill them in each time you come to Holy Communion! 

 

IMPORTANT MEETING FOR SENIORS: The Silver Saints invite you  to join 

them on Wednesday, January 10th at 1:30 pm in the parish hall for fellowship and 

to hear guest speaker, Cst. Duchesney of the Calgary Police Service, give a 

presentation on “Fraud and How it Impacts Seniors”. Please plan to attend. 

 

USED EYEGLASSES & POSTAGE STAMPS: Operation Eyesight sends used 

eyeglasses to countries around the world to help people with vision problems. 

Canadian Bible Society sells postage stamps to stamp collectors. Proceeds are 

used to purchase Bibles for inmates in Canadian prisons. (Please leave 1/4" 

border around the stamps.) These are ongoing mission projects. Please place your 

donations in the designated bins in the church foyer. Thanks!  

 

2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the Narthex and are 

in alphabetical order. If you need offering envelopes, and don’t see a 

set with your name on them, please let the office know. After today, 

please recycle old envelopes, and only use the new ones for 2018.  

 

YOU CAN GIVE SOMEONE A REAL FAITH-LIFT!  We have people who 

eagerly desire to come to church, but who need transport. Some of them are just 

down the street at the Boardwalk apartments, and some may be in other areas of 

the city. For the ones close by, it’s just a matter of stopping for a moment or 2 as 

they get in the car. It can be a real blessing, and we have faithful people doing 

this, but we need extra hands and some backup, too! Let Pastor Bode or Pastor 

Eric know if you can help with this. This is a great way to encourage someone in 

their faith! 

 

CAMPAIGN LIFE COALITION has shared some information on efforts by the 

government to change the federal Summer Jobs Program so as to render 

Canadians employers who believe in legal protection for preborn children and in 

traditional sexual morality, ineligible to apply. This would discriminate against 

faith-based employers, and would have an impact on Christian young people. 

You can find out more, and sign a petition regarding this at:  

https://www.campaignlifecoalition.com/petition/id/19 

 



THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Sunday, January 7th, 2018 “Baptism of our Lord” 

(Isaiah 60:1-6) Epiphany calls us to believe that the Light has come into the 

world. A New Year’s message about confidence, if you’ll believe it! Hear this 

inspirational message on CHRB 1140/am at 8:00 am Sunday mornings. 

Streaming audio and pod-casts at www.lutheranhour.ca 

 

Our God is an awesome God!  We started the year wanting to 

give praises, thanks and honor to God for blessings us with fifty 

years as His church.  Our anniversary celebration indeed let us 

sing praises, rejoice and reflect on the past fifty years.  To honor 

and thank Him we used our time and talents to complete 50 

servant events.  The two events listed below will complete these fifty 

events.  Indeed our God is an awesome God! 

 With the busy Advent and Christmas season we are focusing on our students 

and our neighbors. 

 

PRAY FOR OUR STUDENTS: How blessed we are to have a living God!  And 

how blessed we are that He desires us to talk with Him, and that he listens and 

answers our prayer.  In addition to everything we raise to God this week, we want 

to remember our students.  We think of all our students, especially those in 

university who are writing exams and may be traveling after the completion of 

them.  We pray for the students who have attended Pastor Eric's Bible studies at 

U of C.  May God give them all wisdom, strength, health, time and clarity when 

studying and writing their exams.  And may He bless them with safe travels, rest, 

time with family and friends and time in His Word during their educational 

break.  May the Holy Spirit be with them.   

 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS:  We sense this might be an easy one for 

everyone.  This season is a time of giving and we especially want to give to those 

less fortunate.  Since this time of year can get a little "frantic" it's also a perfect 

time to give of our own abilities to help others by lightening their load.  This 

might mean seeking out someone less mobile to take shopping, giving up a great 

parking spot, letting others go ahead of you in line, buying someone's groceries, 

a coffee, a lunch, or shoveling for others (if we get snow). The possibilities are 

endless, fun and you can do them anywhere the holidays take you! 

 

 
Senior Pastor: David Bode 

(flcpastor@foothillslutheran.com) 

Associate Pastor: Eric Moffett 

(flcpastoreric@foothillslutheran.com) 

DPS: Deaconess Miriam Winstanley 

(miriam@foothillslutheran.com) 

Office Administrator: Carol Kehler 

(office@foothillslutheran.com) 

Pastor Emeritus: Eldon Ohlinger 

 

Foothills Lutheran Christian Preschool 

Phone: 403-284-1360   

www.preschool.foothillslutheran.com 

Preschool Teacher/Principal: 

Betty Ann Chandler 

(school@foothillslutheran.com) 

http://www.lutheranhour.ca/
mailto:flcpastor@foothillslutheran.com
mailto:miriam@foothillslutheran.com
mailto:office@foothillslutheran.com
mailto:preschool@foothillslutheran.com
mailto:school@foothillslutheran.com


Kids in Divine Service: 
 

The Christmas Tree 
Q: What is the origin of the Christmas tree? 

 

A:  Lutheran tradition maintains that Martin Luther began the custom of 

having a Christmas tree in the home and Church. According to the story, 

one starry evening before Christmas he was walking by some snow 

covered evergreen trees. Luther was so taken by the beauty of the trees 

which twinkled with starlight, reflecting off snow clad branches, that he 

cut down a cedar tree and brought it into his house to share the beauty with 

his wife and children. To recapture the starlight shining on the branches, 

he tied candles to the branches. He and his family then gathered around 

the tree and sang Christmas carols. While this story may be true, it cannot 

be verified with any certainty. 

 

Other sources tell of a different beginning to the Christmas tree tradition. 

During the season of Advent, “Paradise Plays” were performed in 

Medieval Europe. These stories told the story of the human race from the 

time of Adam to the birth of Christ. A central figure of the plays was a tree 

with red apples tied to the branches. The tree symbolized the garden of 

Paradise. Soon people began the custom of putting the Paradise tree, 

decorated with candles and with presents underneath, in their homes 

during the season to celebrate Paradise regained through Christ’s 

sacrifice on the tree of the Cross. 

 

We may view the Christmas tree as a representation of the three trees: the 

“tree of sin” from which Adam and Eve first sinned, the “tree of the 

Cross” upon which our Saviour atoned for the sins of the world, and also 

“The tree of life” mentioned by St. John in Revelation 22:2. To emphasize 

the “tree of life” aspect, communion wafers, along with the candles, were 

hung from the branches. Ths reminded people of the life given by Christ 

in the Lord’s Supper. Later, the communion wafers were replaced by 

pastries and candy to represent the sweet fruits of Christ’s redemption. 

 

The first recorded mention of a Christmas tree comes from Alsace, 

Germany, in 1521. The first Christmas tree went to England, when, in 

1841, Prince Albert of Saxony, the husband of Queen Victoria, had a tree 

set up in Windsor castle. The tradition soon spread to the rest of the people 

in England and then to North America. 


