
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait
for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man
that he bear the yoke in his youth. Let him sit alone in silence when it is laid on him; let him put his mouth in the dust—
there may yet be hope; let him give his cheek to the one who strikes, and let him be filled with insults. For the Lord will not
cast off forever, but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for
he does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men.

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

Every day, the Calgary Sun has a ?poll question”, looking to see how readers of the paper feel about certain things. Last week,
one of the questions was, ?How well do you know Canadian history?” Less than a quarter of respondents said that they knew
our history well. The vast majority felt they were somewhat familiar with Canadian history. To be honest, I always found
Canadian history a bit dull, compared to the millennia of ancient history that I studied. 

 Well, on this Canada Day, let’s see how we do with some of the founding history of this land. What is Canada’s official motto?
(A Mari usque ad Mare). The Latin words translate as from sea to sea. Now, here’s the more telling question: who knows were
that phrase comes from? It is from Psalm 72:8, which states: “He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, And from the river
unto the ends of the earth.” (Psalm 72:8, KJV 1900)

Like Paul Harvey, though, I’d like to tell you the rest of the story. I read a bit about the background of our motto, and of a man
you may not know. His name was Samuel Leonard Tilley, a Christian and one of the fathers of Confederation. History testifies
that every morning Tilley would rise, pray, and read his Bible. As the 33 fathers of Confederation gathered at the Charlottetown
Conference in 1864, where the actual basis of Canadian union was established, they were discussing what to name this new
“united Canada”, with John A. MacDonald proposing to call it the “Kingdom of Canada”–a suggestion that was quickly
rejected. Tilly had just read Psalm 72, and that verse which speaks of God’s dominion from sea to sea. Based on that, he
adamantly presented the inspired “Dominion of Canada.” as the official name of this land. The other fathers agreed. Today the
following words hang in the corridor near the Confederation Chamber in Province House: ‘In the hearts of the delegates who
assembled in this room on September 1, 1864, was born the Dominion of Canada. Providence being their guide, they builded
better than they knew.’”

Tilley died in 1896 of blood poisoning after cutting his foot. He is buried in a rural cemetery in St. John, NB and one of his
last wishes was that a tombstone be erected to his memory with this simple inscription: “His trust was in Jesus.” 

On this Canada Day, especially when we see the way things are in this land today, I think it is encouraging to remember that
there was a strong Christian heritage at our founding. I looked at several texts which would be appropriate for this Canada Day.
The psalmist reminds us: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!”
(Psalm 33:12, ESV) We could have used those words of Psalm 72, which inspired Samuel Tilley. We could remember what God
told the people of Israel: “if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14, ESV) And
one I wish our leaders would truly learn: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5–6, ESV) 

Thankfully, the Old Testament lesson today assures us of all we truly need to remember on this Canada Day. Jeremiah is often
seen as the doom and gloom prophet, proclaiming God’s judgement against the faithlessness of His people. He is sent by God
to call Judah to repentance, to announce the Babylonian exile, and prophesy the new covenant. In the inspired word of the Lord
in Lamentations, we see the prophet weeping over all that has happened because of the sinfulness and unrepentant attitude of
the people. Yet right in the middle of the book, are the comforting, uplifting words of our text. They speak to us in our needs.
They assure us in our struggles. They declare to us that we are blessed–day by day.

Lamentations 3:22-33 Blessed–Day By Day!
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Series B, Proper 8) July 1, 2018
Lessons for the Day: Lamentations 3:22-33; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15; Mark 5:21-43 



Our God does, indeed bless us day after day. People have asked me how I enjoyed my vacation in Ontario. The people in
Ontario want to know how we like the west. Each place has its beauty and charms and disappointments. I loved the green
canopy of trees and the beauty of the fields in Ontario. I missed seeing the mountains, and the vast sky that seems so much
brighter and alive here. I don’t miss Ontario’s heat and humidity. I do miss the rivers and lakes, and, of course, my children
and grandchildren. The one reality in all of this is that we live in a beautiful, diverse, marvellous land that so fits the biblical
image that God promised Israel: “For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of
fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack
nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you
shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.” (Deuteronomy 8:7–10, ESV)

Just to be in this land is a blessing from God. We enjoy peace and prosperity many of the people of our world envy. That is
why many people displaced from their homes seek to come to Canada. We’re not as high on the list of most desirable nations
as we once were, but compared to places like Haiti or Somalia or areas of war, hatred, crime and poverty, we really do see
that the Lord’s mercies are new every morning. And we produce some of the greatest hockey players in the world!

Yet it is sad that this nation, whose very foundation comes from those words of Scripture, “He shall have dominion also from
sea to sea, And from the river unto the ends of the earth” (Psalm 72:8, KJV 1900) has forgotten the God who is, whether we
recognize it or not, the Lord of all the nations. Our once Christian heritage has declined, so that Canada is truly a post-
Christian, secularized country. The majority of Canadians still claim to believe in God, although they may not believe in the
God who has revealed Himself in the Holy Scriptures, and in His Son, Jesus Christ. But the vast majority consider religion and
faith to be unimportant in their daily lives. People seem themselves as spiritual, but not religious.

If we were to ask Jeremiah what he thinks about the things happening in Canada today, he might start off with some of that
gloom and doom message that people don’t like to hear. He would point out that our indifference towards God and His will for
our lives has brought struggles into this land, and that unless there is repentance, the day of God’s justice will be revealed. But
I also believe he would assure us with the words he shared with the people of Israel. He said: The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my
portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 

People didn’t like what Jeremiah was saying with his warnings. They though that he was just a bitter man. Some saw God as
an unrighteous judge. How can a good God let anything bad happen to us? Well, let’s be clear: God loves you. He loves all
the people of this world. He doesn’t want anyone to die in sin and unbelief. As Jeremiah says, though he cause grief, he will
have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of
men. Yet we can’t just do things our way. So often we turn from the true God to the gods of our making. We take what we
want from the bible, or from other religions, and say that we are being faithful people. We don’t keep the Lord as our portion.

God isn’t an angry judge, but He is a holy and righteous judge. God doesn’t turn from us; we turn from Him through our sin
and disobedience. Sin cannot be excused, yet His steadfast love never ceases. That is precisely why God confronts us in our
sin. He doesn’t want that sin to bring about that inevitable judgement of hell. To save us, He had to go even further. He had
to deal with sin in His divine justice. In giving us His Son, that is exactly what God did. Christ Jesus comes into this world–the
world of lands like Israel or Canada (and yes, I know that Canada didn’t exist as a nation when Christ was born). He came to
seek and save the lost. He came to help that woman in our Gospel lesson who touched His garment, or that child who had died.
He came to bless us every day with the gifts of forgiveness and life in His name. He was the One who bore the yoke, who sat
alone in silence before Pilate and Herod, whose face was buried in the dust as He was beaten for our transgressions. He was
the one whose face was struck by the guards, and who was insulted by the very people He came to save. His steadfast love was
shown on the cross, where He stretched out His arms to embrace us, even as He died for us. His mercies are new every
morning, with that life that came that first Easter morning. In Him, there is hope–the glorious hope of forgiveness and life
through faith in Him. It is that living hope that fills us. It is the hope that we need for this land. 

On this Canada Day, it is good to know that the Lord’s mercies never cease. Every good thing we enjoy in this land is from
the hand of God. He is our strength, even as we struggle through the challenges that come as the world and this country turn
further from God. In His mercy, He calls us to reach out, to be a beacon of light and hope for the confused people of our world.
He calls us to be faithful, to keep Him as our portion. Jeremiah declares: The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the
soul who seeks him. Let us pray, and work and share, so that many may seek the Lord. Let us pray for this land, and for our
leaders, so that they will seek Him and His guidance for all things in this land. God grant that we ourselves will always keep



the Lord as our portion, and the centre of our homes and families. In Him, we are blessed–day by day. We see that in this land;
we see it in our church; we see it in our homes, as we find our hope in Him. Amen.


