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“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered,
everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

This past Remembrance Day marked the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I, the “war to end all wars”. The
Silver Saints had a presentation on some of the war memorials in Europe, and while I didn’t hear the presentation, I
am sure that there was mention of places like Paschendale, Vimy Ridge, Dunkirk. Many of the memorials and much
of the art shows the struggling and fallen heroes, along with the exhortation that we not forget those who fought and
died for our freedom.

The wars of the past seem like distant memories. Yet we have our own times of darkness and foreboding. The
devastating wildfires that have affected California remind us of that. There are up to 1,000 people missing, and 71 dead
as a result of those fires. As we saw happen in Slave Lake and Fort McMurray, whole neighbourhoods and communities
have been destroyed. The heat and destruction was described by some as an inferno, with that word reminding us of
Dante, the author who described hell this way.

There may be those who still remember the struggles of the war years–at least of WWII, but they are fewer all the time.
Others may remember hard times, like the great flu epidemic of the 20's, but again, most people have no idea of the
millions who died from a disease that we seem to take for granted year after year. Most of us have not experienced the
difficulties of the depression years. For the most part our lives have been a time of relative peace, at least for those who
have lived their lives in Canada. In the midst of our relatively comfortable existence, people can become complacent,
believing that things are just going to keep going and going and going and if anything, life should be getting better all
the time.

As we enter these last weeks of the church year, God reminds us that this fallen world is not like the Energizer Bunny.
Things won’t just keep going and going and going. Day after day we see the signs that Scripture foretold; signs that
make it very clear that the day is coming when God will come to do exactly what we have always confessed in the
creed: He will come to judge both the living and the dead. As we draw nearer to that day, we need to listen to the words
of Daniel. He reminds us that difficult days are coming. But He also reminds us that the difficulty of the coming days
will give way to distinction, as the people of God receive the blessings that Jesus Christ has won for us in the real war
to end all wars, as He gives us the fulness of His salvation.

No one likes to hear bad news, and Daniel’s words in our text are not something we want to hear at all: there shall be
a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. God is very frank about the things
that will happen at the end of time. But He doesn’t tell us these things to frighten us. He tells us to prepare us, and to
strengthen us for the difficult days that lay before us. In the Gospel lesson today, Jesus talked about the signs of the end.
He told the disciples: “See that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they
will lead many astray. And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but
the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. “But be on your guard. For
they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and
kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. . . And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his



child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name’s
sake.” (Mark 13:5–9, 12-13, ESV)

Not a pretty picture, is it? There are some terrible days to come. Actually, we already see many of these things
happening around us. We see the growing number of people who have little or no regard for others, let alone regard
for God. His commandments don’t matter today, except perhaps as a scorecard for the people who break them with no
qualms of conscience whatsoever. The attitude of so many is like that on the t-shirt that declares: If you don’t like my
attitude, dial 1-800-who-cares. It never ceases to amaze me, as I go through the grocery store, how many packages have
been opened or sampled, and then left on the shelves. People don’t care that this is still stealing. The disregard that
people have for the property and the rights of others fits in well with Paul’s warning about the world in the last days:
“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers
of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.” (2 Timothy 3:1–5, ESV) 

As if this isn’t bad enough, Daniel tells us it gets worse. The two big wars did nothing to quench people’s thirst for war
and for power. Greed, corruption, selfishness–we see them all around us. There are countless examples of man’s
inhumanity to man. How many mass shootings have taken place in the US in the past year? We’ve had our own
homegrown problems, too. An explosion in a community parkade in Sherwood Park was deliberately set before the
suspected bomber killed himself. Who knows what else will happen? And we can’t forget what Jesus said about the
earthquakes and famines and other natural disasters. We can’t forget that He says all people will hate us because of our
allegiance to Him. Sorry, folks, there are some difficult days ahead; days that are going to make some of the things
we’ve already seen look like a picnic by comparison.

We have heard it said that war is hell. But through the hellish days of the world wars, men and women performed deeds
of courage, valour and honour. Many made the ultimate sacrifice for the cause of freedom. They saw more than the
guns of the enemy. They saw the light at the end of the tunnel, the hope that victory would bring for peace and for
freedom. You, dear children of God, also need to look beyond the difficult times, to the days that lie before us through
the grace of God. Daniel doesn’t leave us despairing because times are going to be tough. He tells us about the honour
and distinction that await us at the end of those days. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose
name shall be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the
brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” Daniel knows
that our victory is sure. For us, the war is already won. The fiery inferno has been put out. While the unbeliever should
dread judgment day, believers look forward to it with confidence and with a sure and certain hope in the resurrection
to eternal life. We have the promise of life–a life that outshines the sorrow of the difficult days ahead because of the
one who literally did go to hell and back for us. The real war to end all wars was fought on a hill far away, a hill we
call Calvary. There the true God of heaven and earth, in human flesh and blood, gave Himself in the battle against sin,
death and the devil. When Jesus died the devil thought  he had won. But, surprise! The dying Lord rose again as victor
over the power that sin has to make our lives miserable now and forever. He rose again as victor over satan and His
evil at work in us. He rose again as the victor over death itself. And He still lives to be the hope and victory of all who
trust in Him. He is the hero of all heroes. He is the champ!

In the living Christ we can face the future with confidence. No one wants to hear that there are some difficult days still
to come, yet only a fool would ignore the signs that remind us that the end is near. But the end is not so much the end,
as it is the beginning for the people of God, who live by faith in Him. Our loving Father has called us as His own in
our baptism. Our dear Saviour comes to bring us His victory again today in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. He
feeds us, nourishes us, and prepares us for the coming days. Through faith in Him, we not only pass through the
difficult days. We rejoice in the days of distinction that God has prepared for us, the days when we share in His glory
in the brightness of heaven, shining like stars forever. Amen.


