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On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of
Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting
into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the
people from the boat. And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets
for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.”
And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signalled to their
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he
and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons
of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching
men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

One of the things on television that never thrilled me as a youngster were the fishing shows that were standard weekend fare.
Since we didn’t have more than 10 channels, and only limited time to watch television–typically on the weekend, I didn’t want
any of that time filled with things like Outdoor Fisherman and Bass Masters. Now, of course those shows are part of their own
network available as one of the 500 channels available to cable subscribers. And let’s face it: you would have to be an avid
fisherman, a true enthusiast, to get anything out of watching a couple of guys in a boat simply trying to catch fish.

Fishing isn’t my thing. I had a couple of bad experiences with it as a kid. I don’t like boats, since I tend to suffer from motion
sickness. I am way too impatient to sit for hours, waiting for something to happen. I do appreciate the fact that many people,
including many of our members truly enjoy fishing. I also want to let any of our fisherman know that if you need someone to
help you sample your catch, I’m available.

For Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John fishing wasn’t a pastime: it was their livelihood. They worked hard at fishing in
an effort to provide for their families. As any fisherman will tell you, fishing is a matter of patience. Sometimes the fish are
biting, and you can reel them in; other times, you come up empty. That is just as true for commercial fisherman. The only
difference, of course, is that for the commercial fisherman, an empty net is a loss of income, not just the loss of a meal at the
campsite.

As Jesus comes to the lake of Gennesaret, He issues a casting call to Peter, Andrew, James and John which brings them into
a level of fishing that they had never considered before: from now on you will be catching men. That ‘casting call’ continues
to go out into the church today, as our dear Saviour calls us to share in His mission of bringing all of lost and dying humanity
to the truth of the Gospel and the life that comes through faith in Jesus Christ.

Our text starts off with a typical scene in the life of Jesus: the Lord is preaching and teaching the people the truth of God’s
Word. Not much is said about the sermon, except for the fact that the crowd is pressing in upon Jesus. And so Jesus  asks
Simon, who is busy cleaning his nets after a fruitless night of fishing, if He could use the boat as a pulpit. They push off into
the water, just off the shore, so that Jesus can be seen and heard by the crowd.

The real excitement begins, though, after the sermon. And when he had finished speaking, [Jesus] said to Simon, “Put out
into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Now, for Simon Peter, his partners and probably many of the people
gathered in the crowd who also made their living from the sea, this was not exactly the most sage advice. Those ‘in the know’
would say that fishing in the deep and especially in the heat of the day was not the way to guarantee success. Besides, as Simon
notes: Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! We’re tired; we tried; we did everything we could to guarantee a catch,
but came up empty. But from what he has already heard and seen in Jesus, Simon has the faith to say: But at your word I will
let down the nets.

Here we see one way in which faith and obedient trust in the Word of the Lord brings its fruit. As soon as they let down the



nets, we are told: they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signalled to their partners in the
other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. When the Lord gives,
He gives abundantly. Like the water He turned into wine at the wedding in Cana, the abundance of His grace is evident in a
dramatic way. These fishermen knew that something special had happened: For he and all who were with him were astonished
at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.
But the wonder of this also makes Simon realize that he is in the presence of God; the holy, righteous Lord of heaven and earth.
The contrast between the holiness of God and our true, sinful nature is all the more evident the closer we are to that holiness.
So Peter responds like Isaiah in our Old Testament lesson today, who cried out in the presence of God: “Woe is me! For I am
lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5 - ESV) 

The Lord has not come in judgement. He has come to call sinners to repentance. Simon–like each one of us–was a sinful man.
But he was caught by the grace and love of the Lord. Jesus had cast out His net to bring Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John
into His kingdom. He casts out His net to bring each and everyone of us to His salvation. That is something truly unique.
Fishermen don’t cast their nets to save the fish; they do it to bring the fish to the market. They do it to make them food for
someone else. When fishermen catch fish, it means the fish’s destruction. But Jesus comes to save. His net is the Gospel–that
wonderful good news of the Saviour who comes to give His life in our place on the cross. The Gospel speaks to us of the Lord
who overcame death and the grave to bring us life. This is the net that God casts out, and in that net we find the forgiveness
that we need for our lives. We find the rescue from the sin which would destroy us. We are caught in the life that God gives
us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And so the Lord assures Simon and his partners: Do not be afraid. Fear is gone,
for there is forgiveness; there is hope in Christ.

In Christ, there is also new opportunity: from now on you will be catching men. Simon Peter and his friends leave everything
to follow the Lord. They will go to be fishermen for Him. The Lord who can fill their boats with fish will also be with them
to bless them as they go forth in His name to tell others of that Saviour who works miracles–and especially of that greatest
miracle of grace, as they proclaim the One who dies on the cross to cleanse us of our sinfulness, and who rises to give us life
with Him forever.

The same Jesus comes to us today with that casting call: let down the nets! We could have sung that hymn this morning which
says: Let none hear you idly saying, “there is nothing I can do”, while the souls of men are dying and the Master calls to you.
So here’s the question: do we think of ourselves as sports fishermen or career fishermen? Are we even concerned about the fact
that there are those outside the boat–outside the church–who are dying in their sin? Do we want to have that big catch, and to
see the blessing that the Lord can bring to His church? Maybe we are a bit like Jonah, eager to do everything we can to stay
away from the fishing–until God catches our attention in some very dramatic way.

Oh, what a blessing it would be to see more people like Isaiah: ready and eager when the Lord asks: “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” Isaiah responded quickly: “Here I am! Send me.”” (Isaiah 6:8, ESV) When Jesus called Peter, Andrew,
James and John, we are told when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. We want to
see people ready and excited about the fishing we can do in the world. We can all learn to cast the nets for the Lord. It doesn’t
take a pastor to go fishing–in fact, pastors may be the clumsiest fishermen of all. Remember that Simon Peter, Andrew, James
and John weren’t pastors; they weren’t professionals. They were just people, chosen by the Lord to share the hope and promise
of the Gospel as they spoke of what Christ had done for them.

And yes, Jesus still issues that casting call: “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Through our campus
ministry; through our preschool; through efforts like our VBS, we put down our nets for a catch. We need your prayers, your
support, and your help with this work. In many ways, we are still fishing in the shallows, but there is a whole world around
us in need of the Gospel. That is why we support the missions of our church and synod with our prayers and offerings. We want
to be involved in that work. And we need to be caught up in the Word of God, too! When people see things happening among
us; when they see the parking lot full on Sunday because you are here in God’s boat, then we know the Lord will do what He
did for those fishermen so long ago: He will bless us with a catch so great that we cannot bring it in without help.

I don’t think it is just coincidence that the symbol of the early church that was often found in the catacombs was a fish. Yes,
the Greek word for fish, ichthus, does form an acrostic, using the first letters of the phrase, “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Saviour”.
But it may well have something to do with this call of the Lord to be fishers of men. I like what one commentator said: “If you
are going to be fishers of men, you are going to have to bait the hook with your heart”. The heart filled with faith and trust in
the Lord; the heart that knows and rejoices in His forgiving love; the heart that loves the people that God has placed all around



us–this is the heart that is going to be good bait. And the Lord, who is with us in the boat, in His church, will bless the catch
to His glory. Amen.


