
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Take–and Give
First Sunday in Lent (Series C, Revised) March 10, 2019
Lessons for the Day: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Romans 10:8b–13; Luke 4:1–13

“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession
of it and live in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land
that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD
your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time
and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our
fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD
your God. “And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And
he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and
populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. Then we cried to the
LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with
signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And
behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.’ And you shall set it
down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. And you shall rejoice in all the good that
the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.”

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

We’ve all seen cars driving down the street with those flags hanging off the windows which, at this time of year, are
typically representative of the Calgary Flames. You can always identify a true, die-hard Flames fan. Their mood, their
attitude, their whole well-being seems to rest on the ups and down of the team. They wear their team jersey on game
days. They are the people who come into the office or to school the next morning declaring, “We won!”, as if they are
the ones who were out there, sweating on the ice, taking the hits, scoring the goals. If the team loses–well, they may
have a hundred reasons, excuses or ideas of what went wrong, but they take that personally, too. Somehow their game
is our game. Their goals are our goals. And their victory–or their defeat–somehow is ours, too.

As we gather together this day in the house of the Lord, we have good reason for cheering. In Jesus Christ we celebrate
a victory that doesn’t simply involve our favourite player or our favourite team. We celebrate the victory that truly is
ours through Jesus’ death and resurrection. We take hold of the new life and the blessings of salvation that are ours
through faith. Having taken hold of this, we give to God the glory, the honour, and the praise for all that we now have
as a gift through His grace.

As Moses speaks to the people of Israel in his farewell address, maybe he is encouraging them to be a bit more like
ardent or obsessive Flames fans, or Leaf fans, or–dare I say it–Oilers fans. Moses wants the people of Israel to
recognize that they have won; that they have been given a great victory. In the coming days they will enter and take
possession of that land that God had promised to Abraham, Isaac and to Jacob. But he also reminds them that it is God
who has won the victory for them. As David would later say in one of his psalms: “If it had not been the LORD who
was on our side— let Israel now say— if it had not been the LORD who was on our side when people rose up against
us, then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us. (Psalm 124:1–3, ESV) Things
would have been different—if God had not been Israel’s helper and defender. The proof of this should have been
obvious to the people of Israel. They had been the underdogs. Actually, to call them underdogs is an understatement.
It was one of the greatest of all mismatches. On the one side was Egypt, a nation with a long history; the greatest
military and economic power of its day. In the other corner we see lowly Israel–not an insignificant group, but nowhere
near as numerous as the Egyptians, and by no means as wealthy, as organized, or as trained for battle. Yet God gave
Israel the victory.



And do you remember why Israel had to wander in the wilderness in the first place? When God had brought them to
the promised land, 40 years earlier, the people sent spies into the land. The problem was the spies felt overwhelmed
by the people that lived in that land. Even though God had delivered them from Egypt; even though He promised that
He would be with them and deliver this land into their hands, the spies said: “We are not able to go up against the
people, for they are stronger than we are.”” (Numbers 13:31, ESV) Because of their unbelief, God declared: “none of the
men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test
these ten times and have not obeyed my voice, shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of
those who despised me shall see it.” (Numbers 14:22–23, ESV) 

Now, after those 40 years, Israel is again on the border of the promised land. They are going to take this land and make
it their own, because God had won the victory for them. Many have said that the words of our text are a confession of
faith, something the people needed to keep before them all the time. In the first part of this confession, the people were
to remember who they were, and how they came to this point. It was not by their strength, for as they were to say: “A
wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there
he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid
on us hard labor.” Fortunately, the story doesn’t end there. Moses goes on to remind the people: Then we cried to the
LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with
signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.

How could anyone sit on the sidelines and simply watch this contest? Moses tells the people of Israel that they need to
take hold of this victory. They need to make it their own, rejoicing in it, even as they give God the praise and glory
for all that has happened. They were to cheer, to celebrate, and to rejoice. They had won, because God had won the
battle for them. They were to declare this by bringing their firstfruits as an offering. That offering was the proof that
this was their land; that God’s victory was their victory. In giving the firstfruits of the promised land, they gave praise
where praise was due, as they gave God the glory and honour for all He had done for them.

When we look at the victory that is ours in Christ, how can we be silent, merely sitting back on the sidelines? God has
set us free from our slavery, too–a slavery to sin and death. We find ourselves wandering through life, struggling with
temptations, with doubts, with fears, and with our uncertainties. Satan has had a powerful grip on our hearts and lives.
We need to come before the presence of God with the acknowledgement that we use in our worship week by week, in
some way, shape or form: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. (DS 1, Confession) 

We were fighting a losing battle. While the Gospel lesson today reminds us that Jesus was able to stand up to the devil
and resist his deceptive ploys, we know all too well how often we give in to temptation. As Luther says in his great
hymn: “With might of ours can naught be done, soon were our loss effected.” But the verse doesn’t end there. It goes
on to give us reason for rejoicing: “But for us fights the Valiant One, whom God Himself elected.” (LSB 656, st. 2)  In these
Lenten days, we will again remind ourselves of the One who came to fight for us and who has brought the victory to
us. Jesus faces the devil–and defeats him. Jesus takes our sin upon Himself and suffers in our place, giving us His
perfect forgiveness. Jesus dies–but destroys death as He rises again from the dead. All this He does for us, for our
salvation. Now we cheer and rejoice, because, through Christ, we have won!

As we, by faith, take and make that victory our own, we also give God the glory that is due to Him. The Israelites took
possession of the promised land, and gave God the firstfruits of that land. We take hold of something even greater in
Christ. Our promised land is not of this world. It is the glory of heaven itself. The life we have is not just for the next
50 or even 100 years. It is for all eternity. As we take hold of that victory, what do we give as the proof that we have
won the victory? I suppose this would be a good place to beg for money, wouldn’t it? After all, some of our firstfruits
are found in our wallets, as we take from what God has first provided, and give it in thanksgiving to Him. The way we



give our offerings is a declaration of our trust and thanksgiving for God’s gifts. But the real firstfruits that matter are
our heart and life, given to Him as we take hold of the life we have in Him. We give Him our heart, as we trust in Him,
as we live in Him. We give Him our lives, as we obey Him, serve Him and confess Him before others. And we rejoice,
because we are blessed indeed! God has given us all things in Christ. We take His victory, and live in it, giving Him
the glory forever and ever. Amen.!


