
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his
name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of
majesty. The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. May the LORD give strength
to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace!

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

In Greek mythology, there is a story of an inventor named Daedalus who created wings out of feathers and wax so that he and
his son Icarus could escape from the labyrinth where they had been imprisoned by King Minos. Using these wings, father and
son flew to safety. However; Icarus became giddy with the whole power of flight, and he decided he would fly up to heaven
to see the gods. But as he flew higher, the sun melted the wax on his wings, and he fell to his death.

We should easily understand the folly of Icarus’ actions. First, the whole idea that one could fly up to heaven is so absurd that
we can’t imagine even trying such a thing. We also know that the gods Icarus wanted to see are nothing more than idols, who
existed only in the imaginations of people. But while we may see the folly of Icarus, I think we can appreciate his desire to see
God, to be able to talk with Him face to face and understand Him better. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could invite God over
for lunch, or out for a coffee, and just get to know Him better? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could sit for a few moments
to discuss with the Lord of heaven and earth all those burning questions that have been on our mind? What a joy it would be
if we could simply come into His glorious presence and be with God. But it isn’t as simple as that. Paul tells Timothy that God
is “the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see.” (1 Timothy 6:15–16, ESV) Moses said to God, “Please show me
your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’
And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you
cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.”” (Exodus 33:18–20, ESV) 

Like it or not, we cannot see God in His true glory, because His true being is just too much for us. It is the same as if we were
to look directly into the sun. We cannot look directly at the sun without it hurting our eyes, and even during an eclipse, the
power of the light that is still visible is enough to burn out our retinas. If that is true, then what would happen if we were to
look at the unveiled glory of God, the God whose glory shines brighter than a thousand suns, the very God who created the sun
and moon and stars and set them in their places?

We may not be able to see God face to face in this world. But that doesn’t mean we can’t know God. The truth is, God has
made Himself known to us. In fact, the celebration of this day, this Trinity Sunday, gives us the opportunity to get a glimpse
of the true God, who has revealed Himself to us in His Word of life and who makes Himself known to us in the person of Jesus
Christ. It gives us an opportunity to rejoice in the living God who is the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It gives us
the opportunity to remember that our God is an awesome God, a great God above all gods. But best of all, we have the
opportunity to remember and to rejoice in the fact that the God who makes Himself known to us is the God who came to save
us and to give us life and salvation by His grace.

In our text today, the psalmist calls us to worship the Lord, because He is an awesome God. Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly
beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the
splendor of holiness. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. The LORD sits enthroned
over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. The psalmist can’t help but praise God, for, as another psalmist says,
“There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.” (Psalm 86:8, ESV) Maybe we don’t have
the same gods that Icarus wanted to see, but we are accustomed to seeing celebrities take on an almost god-like aura. How many
people still worship Elvis in their own way? How many sports fans would be thrilled beyond belief to touch one of the greats
of sports, like Tom Brady or Kawhi Leonard? I remember when the Beatles would make an appearance, and girls would swoon
just from getting a glimpse of the Fab Four. While we may think of these people as great, they are nothing compared to the
greatness of God. There is no world leader, no great thinker, no athlete or singer who comes close to the awesome majesty of
the True God. Nothing can compare to the glory and majesty and wonder of our God. It never ceases to amaze me how people
will turn to the New Age movement and its idea of a universal spiritual force, or to some of the stranger religions of our world,
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seeking help and power for their lives–only to be disappointed by the inability of these gods of wood and stone to help them
in their time of need. But our God is different. The psalmist knew that the true God simply spoke, and the power of His word
created the heavens and the earth–and that the very splendour and vastness of creation bears witness to just how awesome God
truly is. It is God who alone sustains all that He has created, and whose providence and governance of this world can be seen
in His care for the tiniest of creatures, and in the rise and fall of great nations. Look wherever you will, and you will not find
a God like our God. There are no words to describe His glory, because He is beyond our understanding. It is not surprising
that we struggle with the wonder of the Trinity, because it is so far beyond our comprehension. The best we can do is what the
psalmist does, and look at the things God has revealed in nature, in His Word, and in His work in the world, especially in His
saving work for us in Jesus Christ, made known to us through the power of God, the Holy Spirit. 

What a marvel to simply ponder the wondrous nature of God. Yet, like so much of our faith, we cannot begin to scratch the
surface of God’s glory, even if this sermon lasted all afternoon. If it is hard to understand the true nature of God, it is even more
mind-boggling to think that God, who rules over all things, is committed to us and that He works in all things for our salvation,
to bring us blessings beyond anything we can imagine. The psalmist says: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD
sits enthroned as king forever. May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace! In
the midst of this world of pain and care, when there are those times when things don’t seem to make sense, it is good to know
that this awesome God is there for us. He does give strength to His people. He does bless His people with peace. This becomes
even more astounding when we remember that we are sinful people, people who have treated God with such disrespect and
irreverence. Instead of worshipping Him for His greatness, we turn away from Him. Day after day, we live for ourselves, doing
our own thing, without any regard for the God who created us, redeemed us and calls us as His own. We choose to create God
in our image, rather than being created in His image. We act as if we are the ones in charge, and that we can say, “Jump” and
God will ask, “How high?” Let us never forget what we rightfully deserve from this great and awesome God: we deserve His
wrath and punishment to be poured out on us without measure. We deserve the punishment of hell. We deserve to have God
turn His back on us and say, “Fine, you think you know what is best; try dealing with life without my help.

Even though that is what we deserve, that is not how God treats us. I think St. Paul said it best when he wrote: “God shows
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8, ESV) The awesome Lord of all is at work for
our good, for our life and salvation. There, on the cross, God Himself suffered the punishment we deserve because of our sin
and endured the torment that should be ours. Our awesome God was willing to do whatever it would take to save us from the
fate we deserved, even at the great cost of the cross. By His death on the cross, and in His resurrection, Christ, the awesome,
indescribable God, assures us that He has done all that is necessary that we might have the fulness of His blessings, both now
and forever.

There is no greater comfort in the midst of this world, ruined by the very power and reality of sin, than knowing that the
Almighty God, the Lord of heaven and earth, the very God who defies our comprehension, is the same awesome God who is
on our side. He is the One who came into our flesh to save us through His own death and resurrection. He is the God who fills
us, leading us to faith and keeping us in faith. Even though so much of life may not make sense, we still have peace and joy
in Him.

A little girl once asked her father, “Daddy, how big is God?” By the way dads, our children often develop their understanding
of God through their relationship and view of their earthly fathers. I know that not everyone has a positive view of their earthly
father, but the strength children see in their father helps them understand the strength of God. The love they feel from their
father helps them know the love of God. The faith they see in their father will help them to trust God, too.

Anyway, back to the question that little girl asked: “Daddy, how big is God?” The father though for a moment and then said,
“Honey, He’s always just a bit bigger than we need.” He is a God who is big enough to create the universe; He is big enough
to rule over all creation. He is big enough to deal with sin, death and the devil for us, and He is big enough to bring us to
everlasting life. After all, He is an awesome God, a God who has revealed Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit so that we
begin to understand Him–and yet who is far beyond our understanding. Even if we can’t grasp the full majesty of God, we can
at least rejoice in this: this awesome God, who brought us to Himself in Jesus Christ, the second person of that true, Triune
God, is our God and He works day after day for the good of the people who put their hope and trust in Him . Amen.


