
Service of Prayer and Preaching - August 9, 2020

OPENING HYMN: All People That on Earth Do Dwell (LSB 791)

All people that on earth do dwell,   Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell;   Come ye before Him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed;   Without our aid He did us make.
We are His folk, He doth us feed,    And for His sheep He doth us take.

O enter then His gates with praise;   Approach with joy His courts unto.
Praise, laud, and bless His name always,  For it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good:   His mercy is forever sure.
His truth at all times firmly stood    And shall from age to age endure.

D     To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,    The God whom heav’n and earth adore,
From us and from the angel host   Be praise and glory evermore.   Text: Public domain

INVOCATION:
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

OPENING VERSICLES
P This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the

wicked.
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P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C Teach me Your paths.
P Sanctify us in Your truth.
C Your Word is truth.

P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE LSB 261
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation.  And you will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name,  make known His deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that His name is exalted.”

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously;  let this be made known in all the
earth.
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of
Israel.

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

Old Testament:  Job 38:4–18
4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you
have understanding.
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?
6On what were its bases sunk,  or who laid its cornerstone,  7when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, 9when I made clouds its
garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, 10and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors,
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place,
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it?
14It is changed like clay under the seal, and its features stand out like a garment.
15From the wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken.
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? 17Have the
gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
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18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all this.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading Romans 10:5–17
5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the

commandments shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will descend into
the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing
his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And
how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the good news!” 16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word
of Christ.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Reading Matthew 14:22–33
22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side,

while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long
way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch
of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the
sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus
spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when
he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORY
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.

TEN COMMANDMENTS
C You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honour your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

HYMN:  Be Still, My Soul (LSB 752)

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;     Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;        In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend    Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
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Be still, my soul; your God will undertake      To guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;       All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know     His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart    And all is darkened in this vale of tears;
Then you will better know His love, His heart,     Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay    From His own fullness all He takes away.

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on   When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,  Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,   All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.

Text: Public domain

Sermon: (Our) Father Knows Best - Job 38:4-18

HYMN: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me (LSB 722)

Lord, take my hand and lead me   Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me  From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor  I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior,   And lead the way.

Lord, when the tempest rages,   I need not fear,
For You, the Rock of Ages,   Are always near.
Close by Your side abiding,    I fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding,  In peace I go.

Lord, when the shadows lengthen   And night has come,
I know that You will strengthen   My steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me,    O blessèd Friend;
So take my hand and lead me   Unto the end.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005957

OFFERING

PRAYER
P In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray

to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation

of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray

to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let

us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all

those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being ready in

both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE WORD
P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we

may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

MORNING PRAYER
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day
also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE LSB 266
C Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia.

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.  Raised from the dead, He will never die
again.
Death has no more dominion over Him.

Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia.

Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all.  Living, He lives to God.
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Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia.

BLESSING
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
you.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Come, My Soul, with Every Care (LSB 779)

Come, my soul, with ev’ry care,  Jesus loves to answer prayer;
He Himself has bid thee pray,  Therefore will not turn away.

Thou art coming to a King,  Large petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and pow’r are such   None can ever ask too much.

With my burden I begin:  Lord, remove this load of sin;
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,  Set my conscience free from guilt.

Lord, Thy rest to me impart,   Take possession of my heart;
There Thy blood-bought right maintain  And without a rival reign.

While I am a pilgrim here,   Let Thy love my spirit cheer;
As my guide, my guard, my friend,   Lead me to my journey’s end.

Show me what is mine to do;   Ev’ry hour my strength renew.
Let me live a life of faith;  Let me die Thy people’s death.

Text: Public domain
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