
SHARING OF PEACE:
P The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C And also with you, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

OPENING HYMN: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name (LSB 940)

Holy God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee.
All on earth Thy scepter claim,  All in heav’n above adore Thee.
Infinite Thy vast domain,  Everlasting is Thy reign.

Hark! The glad celestial hymn  Angel choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and seraphim,  In unceasing chorus praising,
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord:  Holy, holy, holy Lord!

Lo, the_apostles’ holy train  Join Thy sacred name to hallow;
Prophets swell the glad refrain,  And the white-robed martyrs follow,
And from morn to set of sun  Through the Church the song goes on.

Thou art King of Glory, Christ;  Son of God, yet born of Mary.
For us sinners sacrificed,  As to death a Tributary,
First to break the bars of death, Thou hast opened heav’n to faith.

D Holy Father, holy Son,   Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
Though in essence only one,  Undivided God we claim Thee
And, adoring, bend the knee  While we own the mystery.

Text: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered
us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
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sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive You all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

INTROIT Psalm 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 5
P The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
C My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
P He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
C Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
P The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
C The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

P The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.

KYRIE 
C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LSB 204

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler
and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 45:1–7
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before
him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed:
“I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut
through the bars of iron,  I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that
you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name,  I name you, though you
do not know me.
I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know
me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I
am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create
calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
“Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you
in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen
you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy
Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has
the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to
come.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S TALK

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C Alleluia! 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

“Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God
truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then
he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth And of all things visible

and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  Begotten of His Father before all
worlds,  God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  Begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made;  Who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven  And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;  And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was
buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  And ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,  Who proceeds from the Father and
the Son,  Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  Who spoke by
the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins,  And I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.  Amen.

HYMN:  Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good (LSB 819)

Sing praise to God, the highest good,  The author of creation,
The God of love who understood  Our need for His salvation.
With healing balm our souls He fills  And ev’ry faithless murmur stills:
    To God all praise and glory!

What God’s almighty pow’r has made,   In mercy He is keeping.
By morning glow or evening shade    His eye is never sleeping.
Within the kingdom of His might   All things are just and good and right:
    To God all praise and glory!

We sought the Lord in our distress;   O God, in mercy hear us.
Our Savior saw our helplessness   And came with peace to cheer us.
For this we thank and praise the Lord,  Who is by one and all adored:
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    To God all praise and glory!

He never shall forsake His flock,  His chosen generation;
He is their refuge and their rock,  Their peace and their salvation.
As with a mother’s tender hand,  He leads His own, His chosen band:
    To God all praise and glory!

All who confess Christ’s holy name,   Give God the praise and glory.
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim  Aloud the wondrous story.
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne,  For God is God, and He alone:
    To God all praise and glory!

Text: Public domain

SERMON: Who’s In Charge? - Isaiah 45:1-7

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P O Lord, deliver Your people by Your power, and grant to us grace sufficient for all our needs and for

the needs of all people.  Brief silence
Let us pray to the Lord to open the eyes of the blind by the light of His Word and to open the ears of
the deaf with the voice of His Gospel, and for the Lord to clear the way for all people to know the
riches of His grace, the gift of forgiveness and the promise of life in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord to raise up evangelists who will witness the Gospel, for preachers who will
testify to the mighty act of deliverance on the cross by which we have been saved, and for the Lord to
bless His Church and all church workers who serve us in His name. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord to teach us to trust not in our works but in His Word, and for a steadfast faith
to endure in time of test, trial and tribulation. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord to bless our nation with peace and harmony, and for the Lord to bless all who
make and administer our laws and those who protect and defend us against all the enemies of our
land. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord to heal the sick, give relief to the suffering, grant comfort to those who
mourn, and give peace to the dying, especially ______ and those we name in our hearts. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of those who serve as doctors and nurses, for medical researchers
and those who work to end disease, and for those who care for people most vulnerable. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord for the renewal of our lives of prayer and devotion, interceding on behalf of
all those in need and those who have devoted themselves to the Lord’s work. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord for those who commune this day, for faith to receive His gifts, and for
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genuine repentance, that they may receive to their benefit His flesh and blood in this bread and cup.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord for our stewardship of His creation, for our faithful use of all His gifts, and
for grateful hearts, that we may honour the Lord with our words and with our works. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord that we may not forget those who delivered to us the sacred deposit and
taught us the faith, and let us join them in passing on the faith to those yet to come. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray to the Lord that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may endure
to the day of His coming again, when we shall be reunited with those who have gone before us with
the sign of faith and now rest from their labors, to live in His eternal presence and sing His praise
without end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN: God of Grace and God of Glory (LSB 850) 

God of grace and God of glory,  On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  For the facing of this hour,
    For the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us  Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us  Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  For the living of these days,
    For the living of these days.

Cure Your children’s warring madness;  Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation   To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation  Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  Serving You whom we adore,
    Serving You whom we adore.

Text: Public domain

LORD’S PRAYER

COLLECT FOR PEACE
P Let us pray. O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and



Foothills Lutheran Church 20th Sunday after Pentecost - October 18, 2020 Page 7

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
C Amen.

HYMN: On Eagles’ Wings (LSB 727)

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in His shadow for life,
Say to the Lord: “My refuge,  My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain

Refrain: And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings,  
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,  
And hold you in the palm of His hand.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
And famine will bring you no fear;
Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield. Refrain

You need not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day;
Though thousands fall about you,   Near you it shall not come. Refrain

For to His angels He’s given a command  To guard you in all of your ways;
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain

Text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005957
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