VERSICLES (LSB 235)

(P)

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth shall declare Your praise.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia.

PSALMODY: Psalm 95

(P)

Give glory to God, our light and our life.
O come, let us worship Him.

VENITE (LSB 236)

(P)

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let
us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of
praise.

For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. In His hand are the depths of
the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also. The sea is His, for He made it; and His
hand formed the dry land.

O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. For He is
our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

Give glory to God, our light and our life.
O come, let us worship Him.

HYMN: Desert Song

This is my prayer in the desert

When all that's within me feels dry

This is my prayer in my hunger and need
My God is the God who provides

This is my prayer in the fire

In weakness or trial or pain

There is a faith proved of more worth than gold
So refine me Lord through the flame

I will bring praise I will bring praise

No weapon formed against me shall remain
I will rejoice I will declare

God is my victory and He is here

This is my prayer in the battle

When triumph is still on its way

I am a conqueror and co-heir with Christ
So firm on His promise I'll stand

I will bring praise I will bring praise
No weapon formed against me shall remain
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I will rejoice I will declare
God is my victory and He is here

All of my life in ev’ry season You are still God
I have a reason to sing I have a reason to worship (repeat)

I will bring praise I will bring praise

No weapon formed against me shall remain
I will rejoice I will declare

God is my victory and He is here

This is my prayer in the harvest
When favour and providence flow
I know I'm filled to be emptied again

The seed I've received I will sow
CCLI Song # 5060793 Brooke Ligertwood © 2008 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely
with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 366145

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

““For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.
As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of
my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.”

““Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And
I will judge between sheep and sheep. And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” (ESV)

EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is
excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the
Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be
all in all.” (ESV)
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46

““When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his
glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but
the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then
the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” “Then he will say
to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’” Then he will answer them,
saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”” (ESV)

(P) In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN: Have No Fear, Little Flock (LSB 735)

Have no fear, little flock; Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!

Have good cheer, little flock; Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!

Praise the Lord high above; Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you, Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!

Thankful hearts raise to God; Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you, In all things works with you;

Thankful hearts raise to God!
Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005957

SERMON: What A Day That Will Be! - Ezekiel 34:11-16
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CANTICLE - Benedictus (LSB 238)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; He has come to His people and redeemed them. He
has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of His servant David.

Through His holy prophets He promised of old that He would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant.

This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our
enemies, free to worship Him without fear, holy and righteous in His sight all the days of
our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to
prepare His way, to give His people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us to shine on
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN: Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer

There is no more for heaven now to give

He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus

For my life is wholly bound to his

Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine
Yet not I but through Christ in me

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side the Saviour he will stay
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need his power is displayed

To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead

Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome
Yet not I but through Christ in me

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven

The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave

To this I hold my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
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Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free
Yet not I but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day I know he will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus

All the glory evermore to him

When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me

When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me

Yet not I but through Christ in me
CCLI Song # 7121852 Jonny Robinson | Michael Farren | Rich Thompson. © 2018 Farren Love And War Publishing (Admin. by
Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity
Music [DC Cook])) CityAlight Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI

License # 366145

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living

(P

& @

& @

and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom

prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s people may be strengthened in

the true faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the name of Christ,
that God would guard and defend us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful

nature, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the ability to meet the needs that arise as we
do the work God has given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, let us

pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the educational institutions of our synod; that those who teach and those who learn in them

would be transformed by the wisdom of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy Spirit would use us to call them home

to the Father, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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(P) For the government and all who have been set into positions of leadership, that they may use the
authority entrusted to them honourably and for the good of the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all who serve in worthy occupations, professions, arts, and sciences, that God would grant
them skill and integrity in the performance of their responsibilities and valued service through
their vocations, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that God’s great
mercy and love would preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to cheerful, generous giving from the bounty
the Lord provides, to support the Church and to help those in need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those who are sick (especially [name]), that God would grant healing to their bodies and

strength to bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For those who mourn (especially [name]), that in their time of sorrow they would not lose hope
but rely on God’s promise that He will never leave them or forsake them, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they may always remember the Giver of

every gift and give Him heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son,
Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw
strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest.
Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

COLLECT FOR GRACE

(P) O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by
Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER  (LSB 241)

(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS (LSB 241)
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION (LSB 242)
(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *I Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve

you.
Amen.

HYMN: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns (LSB 348)

The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills  And life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun  That lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death  Despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face.

The King shall come when morning dawns  And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings!

Text: Public domain
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