
And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. Every year his
parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according
to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem,
but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days
they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who
heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were
you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what
he was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all
these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

The past 2 weeks have been a very different time for most people. Children have been enjoying the Christmas break from
school–and I am sure the teachers have been enjoying it, too. Many workers managed to get extra holidays around the Christmas
statutory days, so that there are those who have been off work the same time the children have been out of school. Most
companies sneak an extra day or two around Christmas and New Year’s, so that many people had a short work week, something
most people could learn to enjoy. Even our church activities have been relatively quiet. Oh, sure, we had the extra services of
celebration on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve. But there were no classes or meetings over the past 2
weeks.

Now, if you were one of those poor unfortunates who had to go to work this past week, you may already feel you are back into
routine. And the rest of us–well, like it or not, tomorrow it is back to work for many and back to the routine and the daily grind
of life.

I wonder how often we think of our church life as part of the “grind of life”. I heard a few people note that this year we had
services on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Now, I know that our members are different than other people. They never complain
about going to church three days in a row. They never grumble that they have to go to church every Sunday. In our
congregation, as in my own household, I am sure that both parents and children bounce out of bed early every Sunday with an
enthusiastic shout: Oh, boy! It’s Sunday! We’re going to church today! If only that were true! Can you imagine what our world
would be like if not only all the members of this congregation, but all those who claim to be or who call themselves Christians
would eagerly look forward to the Lord’s day and the privilege of being in God’s house?

Luke sets before us today the marvellous example of our Lord, who was not only eager to be in the temple, but who told His
mother that He had to be in the temple. Now, when Jesus says that he had to be in the temple, He means that in a different way
than we often do, when we have no choice but to do something, even though we may not want to do it. No, Jesus means this
more like the teenager who says, “I just have to see the new Spiderman movie.” “I just have to go the party this weekend.
Everyone else is going!” He wanted to be in His Father’s house. It also was necessary for Jesus to “fulfill all righteousness”
(Matthew 3:15, ESV) and to do the things required in the law. In accordance with God’s plan for our salvation, it was necessary for
Christ, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, ESV) to be connected with His Father’s plan and to
be in the temple, where the sacrifices for sin were offered. Jesus came into this world to make known the love and the purposes
of God. He is that Lamb who will give His life on the cross as a sacrifice of atonement for our sins. Thankfully, He will also
rise again as the victor over sin, death and hell. Yet even in His youth, Christ is faithful in doing the will of His heavenly
Father. He comes to the temple, in accordance with the Law. He speaks with the teachers of the law, and they are amazed at
His wisdom and understanding. What these other bible students do not understand at this time is that the One who is speaking
with them is more than a mere youth; He is the Ancient of Days, the very Author of the Word they are discussing. 

In His presence in the temple, Christ provides us with an example that we all can imitate as God’s people. The eternal Son of
God comes to His temple to be close to the Father, to hear His Word, to share in that Word with the teachers who gathered in
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the temple courts. Of all the places He could be, the temple was the best place to be, as He rejoiced in the special communion
and closeness God’s people have through their worship and through their study of His Word.

God gives us the privilege of being in His house that we may draw closer to Him; so that we may be assured of His love and
grace that forgives us and which gives us life as His children; and so that we can be strengthened by His Word for the challenges
of living in this sinful world. We come here to find the answers that we need; we come here to find the love and grace of God;
we come here to find God Himself. Rather than seeing the church or our worship as part of the grind or routine of life, may
we see it for what it is–a better place to be; the best place to be–in the midst of the confusion, pain and sinfulness of this world,
for here we are with our Father, enjoying His presence and the blessings He bestows on us through His Son.

Sadly, statistics continue to point out that fewer and fewer people every year see attendance at worship as important  in their
lives, including many who call themselves Christian, and including those who consider themselves members of this
congregation. COVID definitely hasn’t helped, as it makes it harder for us to be in worship. Some people simply feel they have
more important things to do. I talked with a store manager, who noted that Sunday has become one of their busier days. People
want to shop on Sunday or to be at the arena, or on the golf course, or simply sleep in after the busy weekend. With so much
to do in a world that seems to be on-the-go 24/7, we have to choose carefully the things we want to do, and the places we want
to be, especially when there are those things that we already have to do, like work and school.

In the process of all this, our world has ‘lost’ Christ. Like Mary and Joseph, we forget where we will find Him. I think that
this is why we hear so much about people trying to find themselves or trying to find the meaning to life. They have lost the One
who has the answers. They have lost the One who comes to bring us life in its fulness. They keep looking for things to bring
peace and fulfilment, but they keep looking in all the wrong places. 

But God is not hiding, as if He doesn’t want to be found. There is a better place to be, a place where we need to be. David says
in one of his psalms: “O LORD, I love the habitation of your house and the place where your glory dwells.” (Psalm 26:8, ESV)

Or, in another psalm, David says: “I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”” (Psalm 122:1, ESV)

We need to be in God’s house, too. What can be better than being with our God in the glory of His presence? What can be
better than hearing God speak to us in His Word, teaching us, equipping us, strengthening us for the struggle we face each day
against our sinful hearts and against the devil who seeks to lead us from God and into a life that forgets God and His grace?
There is nothing better than the hope that God gives us through his Word. There is nothing better than hearing the wonderful
message of forgiveness and life that is ours because of that Saviour who came to be our sacrifice, giving His life for us on the
cross. And there is nothing better than knowing the joy of life that Christ gives us through His own resurrection from the dead.

That doesn’t mean that there isn’t a certain amount of routine and repetition to what we do each week. I can’t promise you that
every sermon is going to be spell-binding, uplifting and absolutely relevant to your life. I can’t promise that every service will
be unique and special or that every hymn will give you goose-bumps and be a joy to sing. But I can promise you that God will
bless you through His Word; that the Holy Spirit will be at work in this place, as the Father has promised, so that we can be
fed and nourished on that Word. I can promise you that God will strengthen you through that Word to help you in the things
that you will face in the coming days. I can promise that the Lord of Life, who has called us as His children in our Baptism
will be present to assure us again of His forgiving love and of His help for our lives. And I can promise you that you will go
forth from this place better for having been here.

There is an old expression: Seven days without prayer makes one weak (and that word ‘weak’ is spelled weak, not week). I
believe that the same is true about our worship life. If I skip a meal here or there, I may think it doesn’t make a great deal of
difference, although dietitians will tell you that it does have an impact on you. You won’t starve, but it does affect your
metabolism. We are more likely to gain weight by trying to skip meals than we are by eating regular, nourishing food. An even
greater impact comes from several days without food. I might be light-headed and sluggish. I might feel that I have no energy.
I will likely be irritable and impatient. The longer I go without food, the more my body will suffer. The best thing I can do for
my health is eat good, wholesome food at regular intervals, nourishing my body in the best possible way.

God’s Word gives us that same spiritual nourishment. Jesus says: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’ ”” (Matthew 4:4, ESV) Missing our spiritual food is not the healthiest thing we can do. Eating
regular, wholesome meals is a the best thing we can do. Being here in God’s house to hear His Word, to be fed on that special
feast He gives us in the Lord’s Supper, and to share it in word and song, provides us with that food. But, best of all, it leads
us to the Christ, who is our Saviour, our Redeemer, our Sacrifice and our Life. Amen.


