
I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.... I made known to them your name, and
I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

I recently had to call a service line for some help. This was not one of the more enjoyable pastimes of my life. First, I don’t
like getting caught in that automated system: “If you are calling for service, press “1"; if you are calling for account
information, press “2"; if you are calling to cancel an account, press “3". After the four layers of automation, which did nothing
to help me, I was connected to a real person. Unfortunately, the person to whom I was connected wasn’t able to help me.
Therefore, I was transferred to another department, but was on hold for 50 minutes before I finally was connected with the
person who could answer my question. 

If you have had to endure this experience, you know how frustrating it can be. Why can’t we just get on the phone, and talk
to someone who can help us? Why do we have to go through all this rigamarole, and then often find ourselves talking with
someone who really isn’t able to give us the answers we need? 

In contrast to this, we have been given the great and high privilege of prayer. We have the joy of being able to go directly to
the Lord and Creator of heaven and earth, and to share with Him all the needs of our lives. We have the promise of Almighty
God Himself: call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” (Psalm 50:15 - ESV) No run-
around; no being put on hold; no redirection. We have the assurance that our loving, heavenly Father, the One who bids us
pray, will hear and answer us.

While prayer should be so simple and easy, we often find it hard. Even the disciples asked Jesus: “Lord, teach us to pray, as
John taught his disciples.” (Luke 11:1 - ESV) In answer to that request, Jesus taught the prayer that we know as The Lord’s Prayer.

Luther once said, “The Lord’s Prayer is the greatest martyr on earth. Many pray the Lord’s Prayer a thousand times a year,
and though they have prayed it a thousand years, yet have they not properly prayed one letter thereof.”

We don’t want the Lord’s Prayer to become just something we spout forth without thinking. We want to pray this beautiful
prayer from the heart. That is why we are going to take time in this Epiphany season to review the petitions of tahe Lord’s
Prayer, as we rejoice in the privilege of taking our petitions to our Father in heaven. As Luther said in the Small Catechism:
With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with
all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. (SC, Lord’s Prayer, Introduction)

What a blessing it is to know that our prayers are not addressed to someone who is paid to answer our questions, or someone
who really doesn’t have our best interests at heart. No, Jesus teaches us to pray to our Father in heaven. We pray to the Father
who loved us so much that He gave His Son to die in our place to pay the price of our sins and transgressions, and to bring us
into the family of the Father. The first thing Jesus teaches us ask of our dear Father is this: “Hallowed by Thy name”. 

In some ways, it seems strange to pray something that will be true whether we pray for it or not. After all, God’s name is holy
in and of itself. God’s name is more than just a title. His name includes who He is, what He does and His very presence among
us. God is His name! God gives us His name so that we can call upon Him. He puts His name on us in our Baptism to mark
us as His own dear children. The psalmist says: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
(Psalm 103:1 - ESV) Or again, “I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.” (Psalm 9:2, ESV) 

But that isn’t what we see today. Since the fall, man does not honour God. The holy, glorious name of God is blasphemed,
misused and even cursed by the people of our world. God’s name is not hallowed when we use it more as a curse word in our
conversation. God’s name is not hallowed when He becomes just one of many gods in our world. God’s name isn’t hallowed
when people claim to speak in His name and then say the very opposite of what God has said to us in His holy Word.
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When we pray, we’re not so much asking that the world would hallow God’s name. That will happen. Paul tells us the day is
coming when at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10-11 - ESV) In this petition, we pray that we, as
His dear children, would keep His name holy. We’re really praying that we may keep the Second Commandment, which tells
us: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name
in vain. (Exodus 20:7 - ESV) 

All too often, our sinful hearts misuse God’s name, just as much as the unbelieving world does. Think of all those times when
we say those expressions like, “Good Lord”; “oh my God”; or even, “I swear to God...” God’s name isn’t honoured and sacred
among us. It simply becomes one of the descriptive term in our vocabulary, rather than the holy name by which we pray, live
and worship. We honour God’s name when we call upon it in prayer, praise and the giving of thanks. In our Old Testament
lesson, we are told: “And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he
opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”
lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.” (Nehemiah 8:5–6,

ESV) They were honouring God’s name. Yet we also know that it wasn’t long before the people forgot the Word of the Lord
again. As it so often happens, God is taken for granted. His Word is set aside for our personal beliefs and ideas. We think less
of the Lord and His glorious love for us, and more about ourselves and our desires in this world.

In our text, Jesus Himself is in prayer. As He prays, He says to His dear Father: I made known to them your name, and I will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” Jesus also shows
us how we hallow God’s name, as He says: I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.

We have all heard cliches, such as: “If you’re going to talk the talk, you have to walk the walk”. That is what Jesus did. He
loved His Father, and He showed it in the obedience He rendered to His Father. He honoured the Father by accomplishing the
work His Father sent Him to do. He truly, honestly and faithfully hallows the Father’s name as He undertakes the great task
of redeeming lost and sinful mankind. He goes to the suffering of the cross, bearing the pain, the shame and the agony of that
horrible death for us and for our salvation. Jesus honours the Father by giving Himself as the sacrifice that enables sinners like
you and me to even be able to call God our Father.

Now, as those redeemed in Christ, marked with that holy name of God in our Baptism, we pray, Hallowed be Thy name. In
the Small Catechism, Luther said: God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as
the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or
lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father! (SC, Lord’s Prayer, 1st

Petition)

For us to pray this petition, we need to ask if our lives and our words are in harmony, and whether or not they are in harmony
with God’s Word. How can we call God, “Father”, and yet not do what our Father would ask of us? It’s that old, “Sunday
morning Christian” thing again. We come here and we pray for forgiveness. We sing our hymns of praise. We raise our voices
to God and tell Him how much He means to us. But then we go to work, to school, or to the gym on Monday, and everything
that we said is contradicted by our actions. We tell those off-colour stories. We read our horoscope ‘just for fun’. We do any
number of things that show we don’t think God’s name is holy to us. Then, to justify our actions, we start tinkering with God’s
Word. We conveniently drop those things we don’t want to hear. We let an unbelieving world tell us what the bible should
mean, rather than clinging to God’s truth. Before you know it, the commandments are watered down to suggestions; the
message of the cross is turned into a mythical story of love, and Christian life is just a “feel-good” philosophy.

The name of God can only be hallowed when every action of our lives is a witness to Him, and to our faith in Him. His name
is hallowed only when we cling to His Word in its truth and purity. But how can we, sinners that we are, ever hope to bring
honour to His name? It is only through the grace and mercy of God at work for us. That is how God answers this prayer. He
gives us His Word to lead us and guide us. He gives us His Spirit, so that we may believe and so that we can see the difference
between truth and error.  He washes us clean in the blood of the Lamb, so that we may be holy and precious to Him.

Christ makes the Father’s holy name known to us so that we can pray: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name.”
We pray that God’s name would be hallowed in our lives. We pray that He would keep us from the false teachers who may use
His name, but who profane it with their ungodly teachings. We pray that His name is hallowed, as the saving Word of the
Gospel goes out into all the world. 



Lord, guard and keep us in Your name, that Holy name which is worthy of the praise that we offer, through Jesus Christ.
Amen.


