
“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day.”

Dear Friends in Christ, and fellow redeemed:

You may love them, or you may hate them, but I think most people would agree that computers can do some pretty amazing
things. We know that they can process information very quickly, adding up a spreadsheet full of numbers far faster and typically
more accurately that we can. We can use them to store a library full of information on a small disk. My computer can search
the bible for a particular word and show me in a matter of seconds how many times that word is used. The internet is all about
computers and the access to so much information–both good and bad–that is at our fingertips. 

Computers can do so much, and yet they don’t understand words or numbers the way we do. While the software that runs the
computers hides this from you, the simple truth is that at the lowest levels of your computer, everything is represented by an
electrical signal that registers in one of two states: either on or off. To make sense of complicated data, your computer has to
encode it into a language we refer to as  binary–represented by 1 and 0, on and off.

Imagine: something so complex is based on something so simple. That is also true of the petitions that we are looking at today
in the Lord’s Prayer. We pray, “Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. Something so complex is
summed up in the few words of these petitions. And like a computer there is a simple binary understanding: there is truth or
error. There is the Kingdom of God or the domain of darkness, ruled by Satan. There is God’s will or there is the will that
serves the devil. One or zero; on or off; God and His grace or sin and the eternal death of hell. 

The Bible speaks of the Kingdom of God in three different ways: as the Kingdom of Power, the Kingdom of Grace, and the
Kingdom of Glory. God's Kingdom of Power is all of creation. The psalmist reminds us: “The LORD has established his
throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.” (Psalm 103:19, ESV)  God created the world and everything in it. He
sustains His creation by His mighty power. He sets the stars in motion; He causes the rain to fall. “He upholds the universe
by the word of his power.” (Hebrews 1:3, ESV) We are not praying for this Kingdom to come, for it is already here. We are all
citizens in this kingdom, whether we want to be or not; whether we believe it or not. We do pray for His Kingdom of Grace,
which is the Church of Christ, the family of believers in Christ, the Saviour. In this kingdom, God rules with His grace over
its citizens, the believers. The Kingdom of Glory is God's heavenly kingdom. It is the kingdom of grace and the Kingdom of
Glory for which we pray and which Jesus is speaking of in our text when He says: “For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

In the Small Catechism, Luther reminds us:. God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that
by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. (SC, Lord’s Prayer, 2nd Petition) To truly
appreciate this petition, we need to remember some rather unpleasant things about ourselves. When a child is born in Canada,
it becomes a Canadian citizen. When we are born, we also become citizens of another kingdom, but that is the kingdom of
Satan, a kingdom of darkness, death and despair. Satan is the ruler of all who are sinners, and whether we like to admit it or
not, that includes us, too. The Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of the devil. There is no middle ground and we have no choice
of kingdom in and of ourselves.

Many have been so blinded to the truth that they somehow think that life in Satan's kingdom is an acceptable, even pleasant
thing. They willing serve as his minions here. They aren’t worried about eternity in that kingdom. I once had a woman tell me
that she wanted to go to hell, because that’s where all the interesting people were going to be. Sadly, there is nothing interesting
about hell. Paul speaks of the sorrow of hell when he says: For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even
with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their
shame, with minds set on earthly things. (Philippians 3:18-19 - ESV) The day is coming when the full terror and pain of that kingdom
will become evident. Jesus says: In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Luke 13:28 - ESV) 

There is nothing worse than having to live, both here and eternally, under Satan's spiteful, tyrannical rule. Thankfully that is
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not what our God wants for us. This is also where the next petition ties in, as we pray for His will to be done. Again, Luther
teaches us in the Catechism: God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world,
and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps
us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will. (SC, Lord’s Prayer, 3rd Petition) 

St. Paul reminds us: [God] desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:4 - ESV) That
is God’s will–that we be saved from the horrible eternal death of Satan’s evil domain. That is precisely why Christ Jesus came
into this world. In our Gospel lesson Jesus shows His power and the glory of His kingdom as He casts the demon out of that
man in the synagogue. He also assures us: “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well;
for I was sent for this purpose.”” (Luke 4:43, ESV) 

The good news of the Kingdom is that Jesus came to save us. He came to take away the sin and guilt that makes us unworthy
of heavenly citizenship. By dying in our place on the cross, destroying the works of the devil through His death and
resurrection, He has brought the kingdom to us. St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Colossians: He has delivered us from the
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. (Colossians 1:13-14 - ESV) 

When we pray, Thy kingdom come, we are asking that God would grant us grace that we might live as faithful citizens in that
kingdom, both now and forever. When we pray that His will be done we are asking Him to keep from us anything the devil
would do to take us out of His kingdom. We don’t just pray this for ourselves, but we are praying that God would make that
kingdom come to all people on earth—and that He would use us to extend His kingdom of grace. 

We have life in this Kingdom only by the grace of God, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, for by His death
He defeated sin, death and hell for us. He did bring us out of the kingdom of darkness and into His glorious Kingdom. As His
dear children, alive and free in His Kingdom, we live to do His will. As our text says: “For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” Yet
Jesus also says: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21, ESV) 

Imagine how wonderful life in this world would be if everyone truly did follow God’s good, perfect and holy will! There would
be no war or crime or hatred; no envy or greed. There would be no strikes, no deficit, no unemployment; no broken marriages,
no homeless people sleeping in alleys in the winter’s cold. Children would honour and respect their parents. There would be
love and harmony everywhere. Churches would be filled with worshipping people and care and concern for all people would
be the norm. If everyone followed God’s will, we would be living in the next best thing to paradise. But the reality is far
different. Our whole world, and yes, we ourselves, are out of synch with God’s will. We live in a world where people “do their
own thing”, no matter what God may want for us.

When I was in high school, I played in what was considered one of the best concert bands in the city of Kitchener. We had won
many awards at festivals, and were known for our fine concerts. We were a good band—and what made us good was the fact
that we followed a good conductor. We did what he wanted us to do. We played what he wanted us to play. It was his guidance
that somehow managed to keep the 60 members of the band all working together to produce beautiful music. Can you imagine
going to a symphony where the instruments are all out of tune, or where the musicians each decide that they want to play a
different piece of music, a different tempo or a different rhythm? If each member of the orchestra were trying to do his or her
own thing, the results would no longer be beautiful music. It would be nothing more than musical noise.

But isn’t that exactly what has happened in our world? The good life God would have us enjoy is messed up because we want
to do things our way. We are out of tune with God’s will, ruled by the devil, the world and our own sinful flesh, which all stand
in opposition to the holy will of God. The devil continues to work as he did in the garden of Eden. Think of yourself, he says.
Do what you want. You are as good as God is! He has no right to tell you what to do. We listen to the devil, starting to do what
he says, thinking we are in control. The sad reality is, that instead of following God’s good will, we end up following the devil
and his wicked, destructive will for our lives, which leads us right down to eternal death in hell.

Thanks be to God that Christ has rescued us by dying and rising for us He has redeemed us and brought into His Kingdom of
Grace. As citizens of that Kingdom we want God’s will to be done among us, even as it is in heaven. We want to follow God’s
will with the same faithfulness of Jesus, who prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not
my will, but yours, be done.”” (Luke 22:42, ESV) We struggle, because the devil seeks to lead us away from God’s will. The world



doesn’t want us to follow God’s will. Our sinful hearts don’t want to follow God’s will. Jesus knows we need help to get our
will back in tune with God’s will. We need Him to bless us with His Spirit so that we can walk in harmony with God. And so
He teaches us to pray: Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. In this prayer, we are saying, Lord, please help us to be
part of Your good and gracious will. May Your will be our will, too. We realize, Lord that there are many things we don’t
understand, and many times when we want to have things go our own way. In those times, confound the power and influence
of the devil in our world and in our lives. Don’t let the devil interfere with Your gracious will for us, but help us to walk in
Your ways. Help us to accept Your will, no matter how difficult it may seem to us, because truly Your will is perfect and holy
in every way. Help us to rejoice that we are part of your glorious Kingdom. Let Your Kingdom come to us. Let Your will be
done in us, that we may live for You and with You in the glory of Your eternal home. Amen.


